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No. 40, p. 26. For “ Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India ” read “ Viceroy of India to 
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Further Correspondence respecting Afghanistan. 


Part XII. 


[N 252/56/97] No. 1. 

Note by Mr. Maconachie of an Interview with General Shah Wali Khan on 

January 12, 1930. 

1 CALLED on Shalt Wali Khan by appointment on the 12th January. (One 
of his secretaries was present, apparently as an A.D.C. He did not act as 
interpreter, and very rarely spoke at all.) After the usual preliminary small talk, 

1 explained the unofficial nature of my position and visit, and said that I had only 
come as a friend to see if there was any difficulty in which I could help him. He 
said that diplomatic phrases were only useful between persons who had not reached 
a footing of mutual friendship, so he was not going to employ them with me. I lie 
Afghan Government were anxious for genuine and heartfelt friendship with His 
Majesty’s Government. Why? .Because the interests of His Majesty s Government 
and Afghanistan were identical, both requiring a peaceful, strong Afghanistan. 

I As regards Russia, the case was different; it was to the interest of Russia that 
disturbances should continue in Afghanistan. Russia, however, treated the Afghan 
mission in Moscow with the greatest respect and ceremony, and consequently the 
Afghan Government were compelled to accord the same treatment to the Russian 
mission in Afghanistan. They had no intention of quarrelling with Russia, as this 
was a luxurv they could not altord. 

He therefore earnestly hoped that he would be granted the honour of presenting 
his credentials, and particularly the letter he had brought from His Majesty 
King Nadir Shah, personally to His Majesty the King. He had no wish to trouble 
His Majesty; three minutes would be enough for the audience, but the bare fact of 
his reception by His Majesty was all important. 

If this request could not be granted, it would unfortunately be impossible, he 
said, for me to present my credentials to His Majesty King Nadir Shah, and the 
difference between my reception in Kabul and that of the Russian representative 
would cause much comment locally and inevitable misunderstanding as to the real 
attitude of His Majesty King Naclir Shah towards His Majesty’s Government on 
the one hand and the Russian Government on the other. 

Next, he very much hoped that he would be allowed access to the Secretary of 
State for Foreign' Affairs in person, for the transaction of business. If not, he was 
afraid that in Kabul 1 should have to transact my business with some subordinate 
official, which would be very unfortunate. 

He referred, in passing, to his personal status as a brother of the King of 
Afghanistan, and as the “conqueror” of Kabul, and seemed to hint that special 
consideration should be shown to him on this account, while he said that the Afghan 
people would regard any lack of formal respect shown to himself as a more serious 
matter than if some lesser individual were concerned. He was not personally 
sensitive, he explained, but was greatly concerned at the effect on public feeling 
in Afghanistan of such eventualities as he had indicated. 
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He then asked me when I was going to Kabul. I replied that the date was not 
yet settled, and 1 understood that His Majesty’s Government wished first to satisfy 
themselves as to the safety of communications with India and the condition of the 
Legation buildings. He said that he had been informed so officially, and he could 
assure me that the main Legation was quite habitable. He had satisfied himself of 
this by a personal visit of inspection. The road was perfectly safe, and he would, 
with a full sense of responsibility, guarantee my safety if I went up at once. It was 
urgently important, he said, that I should get up as soon as possible, as we could 
not put our relations on a proper and official footing until I arrived in Kabul. The 
representatives of other countries were already there, the Russian, French and 
so on. In answer to an unspoken question of mine as to the French representative, 
he said that M. Haekin was in the French Legation in an '‘official” position. 
On my querying the word “official,” the secretary interjected “semi-official.” 
The absence of a British representative would soon become very marked, and cause 
all kinds of mistaken and unfortunate conclusions to be drawn. 

He hoped that my wife would be going with me. I said that 1 was afraid not. 
Our small boy, who had already been the subject of his kind enquiries, was rather 
young for her to leave at present. He accepted this excuse, but said that he very 
much hoped that she would be able to join me before long. 

In answer to an enquiry by me as to the state of feeling in the country generally, 
he said that King Nadir Shah was receiving general acknowledgment. The 
Suleman Khel had been a little difficult owing to the suspicion, of which I had 
warned King Nadir Shah when on his way through the Kurram, that the latter 
was working secretly in the interests of ex-King Amanullah, and that when he had 
gained control of the country would hand it over to the ex-King. 

When T asked whether there was any foundation for the rumour which had been 
prevalent in the Kurram when 1 left, that ex-King Amanullah would return, 
Shah Wali Khan replied that such a development was absolutely (“qat’an”) 
impossible. “You know what Amanullah Khan is,” he said, “and his return 
would only mean fresh disturbances.” All such talk was due to propaganda by 
Abdul Hakim, the trade agent in Peshawar, who had 30 lakhs of Government 
money and no intention of parting with it. In order, therefore, to evade handing it 
over to King Nadir Shah, Abdul Hakim had put about the story of the ex-King’s 
impending return, and was supported, for their own motives, by a small clique of 
Khilafatists in Lahore and Peshawar. 

He gave me an outline of events which had occurred after he had left me last 
spring, and emphasised the fact that His Majesty King Nadir Shah had pardoned 
the Bacha, whose subsequent execution was due entirely to the insistence of the 
tribesmen. 

He would be obliged if T could help him in three matters:— 

1. He wished to know how he should proceed in regard to the translation and 

depositing of his credentials. 

2. He wanted to find a day school near the Legation where his two small boys 

could go and learn English. 

3. He wanted to settle up the question of the property belonging to the Afghan 

Government, motor cars, furniture, lapis lazuli, &c., which Slmja-ed- 
Daula had tried to make away with. Unfortunately, Yunus Khan, 
whose former disease of the heart had now apparently reached his brain, 
had disappeared the night before without leaving any address, after 
writing a most extraordinary letter of resignation. 1 "asked where the 
correspondence on this subject was, and Shah Wali Khan did not seem 
to know. 

This interview left me with the following impressions:— 

(1.) The Afghan Government are very anxious for public demonstration of the 
fact that they are fully recognised by, and have the moral support of, 
His Majesty’s Government. 

(2.) They will regard the absence of British ladies from His Majesty’s Legation 
in Kabul, as they have in the past, as betraying a lack of confidence in 
the regime of the moment. 

(3.) They are likely to be difficult and jealous over points of etiquette, though 
I am not sure how far Shah Wali’Khan has the authority of His Majesty 
Nadir Khan in taking his present line, or how far he is playing for his 
own hand. 


(4.) They are sensitive as to the views of His Majesty’s Government in 
regard to— 

(a) their apparently cordial and respectful reception of the Russian 

representative, and 

( b) the execution of the Bacha and his officials. 

(5.) Such large questions as those of material assistance to Afghanistan, and 
the negotiation of a new treaty are intended to be raised by Shah Wali 
Khan in personal interviews with the Secretary of State for Foreign 

A 4+01 vc 

R. R. MACONACHIE. 

January 13, 1930. 


| N 364/56/97) No. 2. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—{Received in Foreign Office , 

January 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , January 18, 1930. 

MY telegram of the 20th ultimo.* 

On the 12th January Shah Wali had an informal interview with Maconachie. 
A full report of this interview is being sent by mail. 

2. Next week probably Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs may be able to 
receive Shah Wali. After expressing pleasure at renewal of relations, especially 
with present ruler, it is suggested that Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs may 
say that our policy towards Afghanistan is actuated by desire to promote her 
strength, unity and friendship towards us. Our scrupulous respect of Afghan 
independence might then be mentioned by him and the avoidance during recent 
disturbances of interference in her internal affairs. Fie might also state that we 
expect reciprocal scrupulous avoidance of interference with our tribes. 

3. In replying to points which Maconachie anticipates, Shah Wali may raise 
following line will probably be taken : — 

(1) There seems no need to initiate an offer here in regard to the question of 

material assistance. If Shah Wali refers to hint conveyed through 
Hakim {ride your telegram of the 7th ultimo!), assurance that Govern¬ 
ment of Todia will implement this will be given. If he raises question 
in more general terms, he will be told that a subsidy is out of the question, 
but that question of assistance in economic development can be further 
considered after Maconachie arrives at Kabul, not, however, as a bid in 
competition with any other Power for Afghan friendship. 

(2) It will be explained that arrangements for the despatch of British mission. 

though already far advanced, necessarily take time. But recent 
disturbance, in’the course of which King Amanullah’s Government failed 
to protect Legation and consulates, gave His Majesty’s Government and 
British public a severe shock, and they must assure safety of communica¬ 
tions and conditions at Kabul before sending a mission. Deliberate 
destruction by Shimvaris of Jalalabad consulate was a serious matter, 
and, without wishing to embarrass him by immediate formal representa¬ 
tions, His Majesty’s Government expect King Nadir to do what is 
necessary when internal conditions allow it to impress on tribes sanctity 
of British establishments in Afghanistan. 

(3) Question of our guaranteeing integrity of northern frontier does not accord 

with general practice of IIis Majesty’s Government. Of course, now this 
frontier is matter between Soviet and Afghanistan Governments. There 
can be no question now of going back to conditions before Afghanistan’s 
independence in foreign affairs had been acknowledged. 

t Part XI, No. 52. 
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(4) If question of new treaty is raised by Shah Wali, suggestions of Afghan 
Government for amendment of existing treaty would be willingly con¬ 
sidered by His Majesty’s Government, but they suggest that there should, 
in the first place, be a formal reaffirmation of this treaty by an exchange 
of notes (sec my telegram of the 13th January*). At leisure, considera¬ 
tion of amendments of present treaty and negotiation of any amendments 
found to be required could then be proceeded with. 

4. All these controversial issues might not, of course, be raised by Shah Wali 
at first interview. But I shall be glad to have as early as possible your observations 
in view of possible further discussions with him. 

5. It should also be considered by you whether it would be desirable, if question 
does not arise otherwise, for Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to initiate 
proposal in paragraph 3 (4) for reaffirmation of existing treaty 


[N 365/58/97] „ No. 3. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office , 

January 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office , January 18, 1930. 

WALTON to Howell 

Secretary of State’s telegrams, dated 13th January,* and 18th January, 
paragraph 3 (4).t 

Proposed exchange of notes reaffirming Anglo-AI'ghan Treaty, 1921. Apart 
from question of transit of arms to Afghanistan, Maconachie suggests following 
reasons in favour of this proposal:— 

(a) It is unsafe to trust to ordinary diplomatic usage as a basis for relations 
with Afghanistan, and therefore, even if 1921 treaty is still in force 
legally, it is most desirable that fact should be recognised by present 
Afghan Government by formal exchange of notes. 

w Assertiveness of Shah Wali at interview with Maconachie makes it 
desirable to explain to him that he is entitled in matters of diplomatic 
privilege to "most-favoured-nation" treatment, and not to absolute 
reciprocity. But reference to article o would be more likely to carry 
weight once treaty had been reciprocally lenllirmerl. 

He points out that, in case of Afghan Government demurring, their acceptance 
could probably be secured if ne were to take up position that llis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment would not be willing to send up mission until reatlirmation had taken place. 

In order to counter Afghan tendency to insist on literal interpretation, he also 
suggests that reaffirmation should be accompanied by some formula in general terms 
saving such modifications of treaty as have been found necessary in practice. 

Modifications in question include — 

(a) In our favour— 

Lorry service Kabul-Peshawar. 

Extension of area allowed for Legation. 

Relaxation of restriction on munbei of staff and servants. 

(b) In Afghan favour— 

Appointment of passport officials at Quetta and Peshawar. 


\ No. 2. 


( N 413/56/97] No. 4. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

January 21.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. j\ eir Delhi. January 20. 1930. 

KINDLY refer to your telegram of the 18th January.* 

We feel it difficult, in the absence of fuller information as to what passed at 
interview between Maconachie and Shall Wali and more precise indication as to 
latter s attitude, to offer advice as lo what line to tollou when Shah Wali is received 
by His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. Wc offer, however, the 
following remarks :— 

Vis-a-vis Afghanistan, our desiderata may really be reduced to two items:— 

(1) We want ail explicit recognition of the existing treaty as the basis of our 

relations; and 

(2) A satisfactory interpretation on the part'd' Afghanistan both in word and 

deed of the neighbourly relations incumbent on her by that treaty. 

We think' that, at any rate at first reception, so far as is possible, controversial 
subjects should be avoided except where they conduce to the forwarding of these two 
objects, and feel that, except on these two points and subject to what is suggested 
below about reopening of Brit Lb Legation, conversation should be confined to 
generalities. Stress might be laid on satisfaction of llis Majesty’s Government at 
re-establishment of Afghan Legation, and their appreciation of compliment paid lo 
tin in by selection o.' King’s ! iother as Minister To oioate a faicurable atmosphere, 
some expressions of welcome might be given, and enquiries might also be made as to 
actual course of events during recent months at Kabul, with some allusion to Shall 
Wali’s part in them and with a reference to his previous career, which would make 
it appear that Mr. Secretary Henderson had personal knowledge of his tnan. 

Having exhausted these topics, Mr. Henderson might then approach more 
important matters. These might be opened by his remarking that, in view of Shah 
WaH s presence in London and King Nadir’s other acts in inviting British Minister 
to Kabul and sending consul-general and consuls and trade agents to India. His 
Majesty’s Government were led to suppose that Afghan Government took same view 
as themselves and regarded 1921 treaty as still operative. To us it seems that Shah 
Wall cannot do otherwise than assent Lo ibis proposition. If be dees so, matter 
might be clinched by suggestion for exchange of notes. Although much will, of 
course, depend on atmosphere, if Shah Wall’s assent is readily given, as we think 
it may be, we are of opinion that reference might also be made to desirability of 
having treaty amended on one or two small points where both sides had experienced 
inconvenience. We return to this point, however. We suggest that Mr. Henderson 
might then observe that existing treaty was one of neighbourly relations, and 
expatiate (vide your remarks in paragraph 2) on the sincere and convincing 
demonstration which His Majesty’s Government had given of their own correct 
attitude during recent troubles and on their firm intention to maintain the same 
scrupulous attitude in future, adding that they accordingly felt justified in return 
in expecting an equally whole-hearted observance of her obligations on the part of 
Afghanistan. We deprecate any specific allusion to our tribes. Shah Wali, unless 
his reputation belies him. is quite capable of taking the point without that, and, in 
our opinion, the more lightly the allusion is made the more likely it is to make an 
effect on him. 

The discussions might then bring in the reopening of British Legation in Kabul. 
We generally concur in what is said' in paragraph 3 (2) of your telegram as regards 
this, but we suggest that allusion might also be made to difficulties of road travel 
at this season in Afghanistan-and suggestion put forward for Minister and some 
of his staff to arrive in Kabul by air. As regards Jalalabad consulate, we suggest 
that it would be best simply to'say that His"Majesty’s Government take a serious 
view of its destruction. The theme might then be developed at subsequent interviews, 
or preferably by Maconachie after his return (o Kabul. 

Initiative could then be left to Shall Wali. Our remarks above ha\e partiallv 
traversed two of the points which Shah Wali is expected to raise. 
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As regards remainder— 

(1) Material Assistance. —We concur in your paragraph 3 (1), but we think 

that allusion to competition with other Powers is, perhaps, best avoided. 

(2) Despatch of Mission. —We are by no means in favour of this being delayed 

or of any exchange of notes being made condition precedent. 

(3) Northern Frontier. —We agree that if Shah Wali raises this point he should 

be left in no doubt as to His Majesty’s Government’s views in the matter. 

(4) New Treaty. —We concur in your paragraph 3 (4) subject to what has been 

su gg ested above as to manner in which reaffirmation of existing treaty 

might be secured. 

We consider that the immediate objective should be the reaffirmation of existing 
treaty and that its achievement should not be delayed for any agreement regarding 
revision or amendment in matters of detail, which might open the door to as much 
discussion and delay as the Afghans thought fit to make. True that existing treaty 
contains provisions' (r.u., regarding Russian consulates) over which before long we 
may have to reconsider our attitude. Apart from that, however, it is only in matters 
of detail that it is capable of improvement in several respects, both from our point 
of view and theirs, but we consider these matters of detail should be left to 
Maconachie. 


[N 565/56/97] No. 5. 

Record of Conversation between the Secretary of State and General Shah Wali 

Khan. 

THE Secretary of State received his Highness General Shah Wali Khan at the 
House of Commons at 2-45 on the 23rd January. His Highness was accompanied 
by his counsellor, Zulfiqar Khan, and Mr. Maconachie and Mr. Baggallay were also 
resent. The conversation was, for the most part, interpreted into Persian, but 
is Highness at times spoke in English and appeared to catch the drift of much that 
the Secretary of State said. The Secretary of State desired to restrict this first 
interview to a discussion of general principles, and his Highness had evidently the 
same intention, as he made no attempt to introduce concrete issues. 

His Highness began by expressing his desire to place on record his high 
appreciation of the honours paid him in India and of the hospitality of the Indian 
authorities. He then went on to say that at his last interview with His Majesty 
King Nadir Shah, the latter had given him a special message of friendship for His 
Majesty’s Government, to be delivered at his first interview with the Secretary of 
State. The Afghan Government knew that their highest interests were bound up 
with those of Great Britain and India, but, while the friendship of Great Britain 
was essential to Afghanistan, he hoped it was also realised that the friendship of 
Afghanistan was of the highest importance to Great Britain. To secure this 
friendship His Majesty King Nadir Shah had sent his own brother to London with 
the honest intention of removing as many difficulties as possible and in the hope of 
establishing the closest relations with His Majesty’s Government. For his own 
part, he could say that his desire to fulfil this mission successfully and thereby serve 
the best interests of both countries was absolutely sincere. 

The Secretary of State, in reply, said that His Majesty’s Government, on their 
side, entertained the most friendly feelings for Afghanistan and particularly for 
His Majesty King Nadir Shah. His Majesty’s Government had, he thought, given 
ample proof of their friendship by the manner in which they had refrained during 
the recent troubles from any attempt at encroachment upon the independence of 
Afghanistan or interference'in her internal affairs. He could assure his Highness 
that His Majesty’s Government would never deviate from this policy, and be was 
convinced that, so long as both countries refrained from all interference in what was 
the legitimate concern of the other, the friendship between the two would be 
constantly increased and strengthened. So far as his Highness > was personally 
concerned, he knew that he had already rendered his country the highest service in 
one field of operations, and he had not the slightest doubt that he would render it 
equally great service in the field of diplomacy. 


His Highness thanked the Secretary of State, and said that when once the 
necessity for mutual friendship was realised on both sides, he hoped that there would 
be no further cause for misunderstanding or complaint on either side. 

The Secretary of State concluded by saying that he hoped that whenever his 
Highness was in doubt or difficulty about any question affecting the relations between 
the two countries, he would not hesitate to seek an appointment, and, although, 
owing to the demands of Parliament (to say nothing of the Naval Conference), his 
time was very fully occupied, he would always do his best to meet his Highness’s 
wishes. 

Foreign Office, January 28, 1930. 


[N 725/57/97] No. 6. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—{Received in Foreign Office , 

February 1.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, January 31, 1930. 

WE fear we have left you rather overlong wdthout such assistance towards 
appreciation of Afghan situation as we can gne, but we have found some difficulty 
in reaching considered estimate of affairs there. 

According to Haekin, who is most communicative and friendly and appears 
competent observer and one to be trusted, Nadir has been certified by German doctor 
to be in good health. Apparently he is working incessantly to consolidate his position 
and has situation well in hand. Haekin has no doubt of Nadir’s making good, and 
says he is devoting special attention to reconstitution of regular army and men arc 
now paid 25 Alghani rupees (which they get) and have been gi\en some 
warm clothing. 

E'.r-Regent Muhammad Wali Khan (“ Who's Who,” 841) and others were 
recently arrested in capital and this is nearest approach to dramatic coup which 
N iclir has yet attempted and is probably significant of his increasing confidence and 
strength. We must, however, suspend final judgment until we have learnt further 
partieulais as to nature of charge and result of action taken. 

Districts round Kabul are generally quiet and appear to be under control, while 
Koh-i-Daman is under military occupation and is being severely dealt with 
Khan Muhammad and a few of liis followers are still at large in Panjshir hills but 
this seems to have no serious political significance. 

All seems quiet noith of Hindu Kush and revenue is said to be coming in well to 
local treasuries. There is a potential source of mischief and of bad relations with 
Russia in presence of Ibrahim Beg and other refugee Basmachi leaders in Kata glia n. 
Situation as regards personnel of high offices at Mazur is still obscure, but Province 
is quiet and distuibaiues have subsided in spite of the fact that anti-Nadir elements 
are said to be still considerable. Abdur Rahim is popular and in effective control at 
Herat. He has done obeisance to Kabul, but it is still not clear how far he intends 
to render real obedience or how far Central Government is in a position to compel this. 

Kandahar has quietly accepted new regime and is source of strength In 
Southern Province, however, revenue collection and recovery of arms are proceeding 
very slowly, while in the Eastern Province cantonment of Kahi has not yet been 
reoccupied and, though Mohmands profess loyally. Shinwaris have not yet allowed 
any Government officials to enter their territory. Tribal attitude w ill not he definitely 
known until result of Muhammad Alam’s visit lo Kabul is known. Action just 
reported of Afghan Government in guaranteeing safety of road from frontier to 
Kabul for traders may perhaps be taken, however, as significant of successful 
conclusion of negotiations wdth him. There is a small regular garrison at Torkham 
and at Dakka besides Shinwari Khassadars, but we have not heard of effective 
forces of regulars elsewheie along road and before safety of road can be regarded as 
definitely established further developments must be awaited. • 

Hazaras appear to be supporting Nadir wholeheartedly and with Jaji, 
Ahmadzai and Tota Khel Ghilzai contingents form nucleus of forces at his disposal 
Even Ahmadzai Ghilzais are, however, not really solid for Nadir as there is faction 
behind Ghaus-ud-clin, while Suleiman Khel and few minor clans have so far definitely 
refused to accept new 7 regime. 

Country thus seems generally quiet but climatic conditions may be partly 
responsible for this, for Afghanistan is experiencing severe winter with heavy falls 
of snow No doubt it may also he partly due to natural lull after uncertainties and 
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troubles of last year. However, resumption of trade is significant and signs of 
continued progress and reviving confidence are certainly not lacking. Caravans are 
now resuming activity both on Khyber route and from Afghan Turkestan. 

We have seen little evidence of military strength except in Koh-i-Daman and 
there seems everywhere curious lack of enthusiasm, but it must be remembered that 
Nadir owes his throne more to support of Wazirs of Birmal and Waziristan than 
to any actual Afghan tribe and thus no particular section of his own people is feeling- 
inspired with enthusiasm of victory. 

On the whole we need not perhaps be surprised that first few months of Nadir’s 
reign have not been marked by startling progress and we must wait until passes 
open in the spring to sec whether any menace to his rule arises and if so whether 
he is strong enough to deal with it On becoming king he was faced with enormous 
difficulties and had much lee-way to make up. We know that he is astute but 
extremely cautious by nature and it is probable that he is consolidating his position 
quietly but steadily. 


| N 609/6/97] No. 7. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—{Received in Foreign Office , 

Feb many 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, February 1, 1930. 

PLEASE see your telegram of the 20th January.-* 

At first interview between Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Shah Wali 
the question of date of re-opening Kabul Legation did not arise. 11 is Majesty’s 
Government undeistand that you concur in Mmonachie’s suggested time-table 
whereby he would arrive in India at end of February. For following reasons they 
are not inclined to favour suggestion that Afghan Government should be requested 
to permit Minister and skeleton staff to proceed to Kabul by air :— 

(1) Shah Wali has slated road is safe and might take amiss any suggestion 

implying the contrary. 

(2) Use of air route would be an admission that condition of regular road 

communications postulated in Foreign Office telegram of 29th November! 
to Afghan Foreign Minister as precedent to return of mission has not 
been fulfilled. 

(3) Afghan Government, who even during evacuation, when matter was one of 

real necessity, were inclined to resent visits of our aircraft, might demur 
to present pioposal especially in view of (1) and thus prejudice future 
establishment of air service from Kabul to Peshawar. 

2. According to proposed time-table Maconachie will arrive in India about 
end of February. The question of actual dale of his departure for Kabul and choice 
of route had better be left for determination in India in accordance with inlonnation 
that may be available at the time regarding internal conditions in Afghanistan. 
Shah Wali will be told, if he raises question here, that arrival of mission cannot be 
expected before middle of March 

3. As Afghan Government have expressed wish that all questions relating to 
despatch of mission should be settled in London w ith Shah Wali, the following action 
appears necessary at the present moment:— 

{a) As it would appear from your telegram of the 27thj; that sanitary and other 
installations will have to be restored at Legation before occupation, it is 
proposed to take up noth Afghan Legation here question of renting 
temporary accommodation at a rate not exceeding that paid for old serai. 

{b) Presumably it will be necessary to despatch Indian skilled labourers to carry 
out repairs at Legation. Afghan Government previously objected to 
employment of Indian labourers on building of new Legation and it may 
therefore be desirable to obtain assurance from Afghan Minister that 
objection will not now be raised In return an assurance might be given 
that as far as possible we shall employ Afghan labour. What 
are your views ? 

(c) Steps are being taken to ascertain through Minister here what rest housew¬ 
are in habitable repair on the Landi Khana-Kabul road. 


* No. 4. 
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[N 736/6/97] 


No. 8. 


Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India .—{Received in Foreign Office, 

February 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, February 4, 1930 

REFERENCE your telegram of the 1st Februan C 

Your paragra'ph 1.—We agree regarding Maconachie s time-table and will 
expect him in Delhi not later than 3rd March. 

We did not mean by our reference to return of Minister to Kabul bv air, that 
entire mission personnel, luggage and stores should be conveyed by th it method 
Consequently, as part of mission would in any ease have to travel by road, Minister's 
arrival by air would not in our opinion involve any suggestion that road is unsafe 
or any departure from our previous attitude in regarding safety ot road 
communications as condition precedent to establishment of mission. W e agree, 
however, that Afghan susceptibilities are primary considciatioii and concur in 
decision not to request Afghan Government for permission for Minister and staff 
to proceed by air to Kabul. 

Your paragraph 2.—We agree that actual date of Minister’s departure and final 
choice of route had better be left open for subsequent determination, although ii 
seems almost inevitable that Jalalabad route will ultimately be chosen We think 
that Shah Wali should be told approximate date as you suggest and ab-n that missb u 
will not leave India until we arc fully satisfied as to safety of road. 

Your paragraph 3.—-We agree throughout and hope \on will keep m inhumed 
of the progress of all negotiations. As Afghans m ly perhaps agree, after main 
questions have been broached in London, to minor details being ar'tinged by direct 
communication between Kabul and Delhi, please let us know whether we c« n usefully 
assist in any way. 

According to TIackin rest houses on Peshawar Jalalahad-Kahul mute, including 
Nimla. had generally been lmrnt and looted. 


[N 1049/56/97] No. 1). 

Record of an Interview between the Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs and the 
Afghan Minister on February 0, 1930. 


THE Secretary of State received His Highness General Shah Wali lvhan at 
the House of Commons at 3 o'clock on Thursday, the 6th February; M. Zulfacar 
Khan, counsellor of the Afghan Legation, and Mr. R. R. Maconachie were also 
present. 

After the usual courtesies, the Secretary of State invded Shah Wali Khan to 
bring forward any matter he wished. 

Shah Wali Khan expressed his appreciation of Mr. Henderson s kindness in 
finding time to see him, and said that his object was merely to ascertain the cause 
of delay in the British Minister’s departure for Kabul, and, if there was any 
question in regard to which His Majesty’s Government required to lie further 
informed, to answer it and clear it up. From his point of view, the sooner 
Mr. Maconachie left for Afghanistan the better. 

The Secretary of State replied that lie did not think there had really been any 
undue delay. In such circumstances there were always certain preliminaries to be 
arranged, and among these was, in the opinion of His Majesty s Government, the 
reaffirmation by both parties of the treaty signed on the 22nd November, 1921, as 
being in full force at the present time, together with an acknowledgment that 
facilities in matters of detail, which were not provided for in the treaty, or were 
provided for to a limited extent only, but which had been found necessary in practice 
and granted by both Governments in the past, should continue. 

The Secretary of State then read out an aide-memoire and gave it to Shah Wall 
Khan, emphasising the point that the suggestion of a formula of reaffirmation for 
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use by the Afghan Government was not intended to dictate what the latter’s reply 
should be, but was a suggestion for His Highness’s consideration, and devised merely 
to ensure similarity of phraseology to that used in the formula employed by His 
Majesty’s Government. This was a matter considered to be necessary from the 
technical point of view. 

Shah Wali Khan, in accepting the aide-memoire, said he quite understood what 
the object in view was, and should certainly not take exception to the suggestion in 
question having been made. At his first interview with the Secretary of State he 
had not thought it proper to go into much detail or to prolong the proceedings. He 
wished now, however, to emphasise the genuine desire of King Nadir Shah for 
friendship with His Majesty’s Government, not merely friendship on paper, but 
genuine and sincere friendship. In proof of this attitude, King Nadir Shah had 
sent Shah Wali Khan, his own brother and right-hand man, whom he could ill spare, 
to London. Such friendship would be valuable not only to Afghanistan but also to 
His Majesty’s Government, and particularly to the Government of India. 
Afghanistan looked to His Majesty’s Government for assistance in her development 
and in strengthening the relations of friendship between the two countries. 

The Secretary of State said that he had already, at his first interview with His 
Highness, endeavoured to assure him of the readiness of His Majesty's Government 
for friendship with Afghanistan, and to express their appreciation of King Nadir 
Shah's action in sending his own brother to London, lie would now revert to the 
question of the despatch of the British mission. There were certain other points 
to be kept in mind— the fact that Amanullah Khan had been unable to ensure the 
safety of the personnel and property of His Majesty's Government’s Legation had 
come as a shock to His Majesty's Government and to the British people, and a full 
assurance was required from His Highness in this particular. Next, it was under¬ 
stood that the rest-houses along the road between the Khyber Pass and Kabul had 
been damaged, as well as the road itself, and Tlis Majesty’s Government would 
require to be satisfied that necessary steps would be taken to ensure that their 
Minister and his stall’ would travel to Kabul in safety and without discomfort. At 
this time of the year snow probably made travelling even more difficult than usual. 
Provided that His Majesty’s Government were satisfied on the points in question, 
Mr. Maconaehie would'lcave England on the 17th February and reach Afghanistan 
some time in March. 

Shall Wali Khan replied that the present Government of Afghanistan had not 
been responsible for the damage done to the Legation buildings, nor for the danger 
incurred by the personnel of the British mission. From the day that King Nadir 
Shall had obtained control of Kabul, every care had been taken to ensure the safety 
of the Legation buildings, and no damage whatever had been done to them. It was 
true that an attack had been made on the Legation by the Bacha’s retreating forces, 
but this had been foiled, and three Afghans had laid down their lives in protecting 
British property. He assured His Majesty’s Government that his Government 
would do everything in their power to ensure the safety both of the personnel and 
of the property of the British mission. As regards the state of the road, the snow 
and the rest-houses, his Government would make every arrangement for the safety 
and convenience of the British mission. But once real friendship was established 
between the two countries, “ what were snow, roads and buildings? Mere trifles! ” 

“ Safety, too ? ” asked the Secretary of State, and went on to emphasise how 
necessary it'was that the safety of the personnel and property of the British and 
Afghan missions respectively should be ensured in the country of their residence. 

Shall Wali Khan reiterated his previous assurances, and asked that these should 
not bo regarded as mere diplomatic conventionalities. He himself was no diplomat, 
and this was the first appointment of the kind which he had ever held. Lie had been 
brought up as a plain soldier, and had been one all his life, consequently, his mode 
of expression might be blunt, but ho asked that what he said should be accepted as 
true. 


[N 777/56/97] No. 10. 

Aide-memoire handed to the Afghan Minister on February 6, 1930. 

HIS Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom consider that it will be of 
advantage to place Anglo-Afghan relations on a formal basis by an exchange of 
notes affirming the continued validity of the treaty of the 22nd No\ember, 1921. 
Ihey furthermore consider that if this is done it wall be desirable to cover certain 
facilities in matters of detail which are not provided for in the treaty or are 
provided for to a limited extent only, but which have been found necessary in 
practice and which the two Governments respectively have been willing to grant in 
the past. 

His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom accordingly suggest the 
following as the text of a note to be addressed by the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to the Afghan Minister in London 

“I have the honour to inform sour Highness that His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in the United Kingdom, acting on behalf of themselves and of the 
Government of India, regard the treaty signed at Kabul on the 22nd November, 
1921, and the letters annexed thereto as having full force and effect between 
themselves and the Government of Afghanistan,' provided that any facilities in 
matters of detail wdiich were found necessary and allowed in practice by either 
party in the time of King Amanullah Khan shall continue in force”; 

and the following as the text of a note to be addressed by the Afghan Minister to 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in reply:— 

“I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of \our note of 
, and to inform )on that the Government of Afghanistan 
also regard the treaty signed at Kabul on the 22nd November, 1921, and the 
letters annexed thereto as having full force and effect between themselves and 
His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom, who are acting for 
themselves and the Government of India, provided always that any facilities 
in matters of detail wdiich were found necessary and allowed in practice by 
either party in the time of King Amanullah Khan shall continue in force.” 

Foreign Office , February 0, 1930. 


[N 814/56/97J No. 11. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India .— {Received in Foreign Office, 

Febmanj 6.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, February 5, 1930. 

1 NOTE that in your telegram of the 20th ultimo* you agree as to desirability 
of an early exchange of notes reaffirming Anglo-Afghan Treat). Suggestion in my 
telegram of the 18th January (vide notes!), that this should cover subsequent 
modifications in practice agreed between tw r o Governments, does not appear to have 
been understood. This need not involve actual amendment of existing treaty, in 
regard to which it seems preferable to leave initiative to Afghan Government, but 
is intended to secure mutual recognition of statu ,s (/no at time of fall of 
King Amanullah’s Government in regard to facilities accorded by either party 
outside treaty provisions, it does not seem desirable, moreover, jo leave position in 
doubt when mission arrives at Kabul in regard, for instance, to such matters as 
Legation lorry service, regarding wdiich an agreement had been reached as a result 
of protracted negotiation w'ith previous Government, more especially as convenient 
opportunity to regulate such questions in advance by a comprehensive formula is 
afforded by proposed exchange of notes. At the first interview' between Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs and Shah Wali the question of the reaffirmation of" the 
treaty was not broached. Maconaehie has since ascertained from Zulfikar Khan, 
his counsellor, informally and unofficially, that treaty is regarded by Afghan Govern¬ 
ment as fully in force, and that, speaking informally and for himself, he agrees as to 
desirability of exchange of notes. But as regards reaffirmation of facilities outside 
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treaty, Zulfikar assures Maconnchie that he will find in Kabul an atmosphere of real 
friendship and trust, and these points would quite easily be settled there. 

His Majesty’s Government consider that in light of past experience too much 
value cannot be placed on such assurances, and that it will be preferable, through 
exchange of notes, to obtain explicit agreement of Afghan Government in advance. 
8hah Wali has asked to see Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the 
(>th February, and it is proposed he shall then be invited to agree to such an exchange 
of notes, including a formula on the following lines:— 

“Provided that any facilities in the matters of detail which were found 
necessary and allowed in practice by cither party in time of King Amanullah 
Khan shall continue in force.” 

Should he seriously oppose this formula, further discussion between counsellor 
and Foreign Office officials will be suggested, and following alternative formula will 
then, if absolutely necessary, be put forward :— 

“Provided that continuance of any facilities in the matter of detail which 
were found necessary and allowed in practice by either party in the time of 
King Amanullah Khan will be left to friendly arrangement in consultation 
between two Governments when His Majesty’s Legation reaches Kabul.” 

Object of this proviso would be to prevent Afghan Government subsequently 
asserting that omission of any reference to facilities in reaffirmation of formula 
implied "lapse of such facilities. In the event of direct refusal to include mention 
of formula accorded outside treaty in exchange of notes, hint of possibility of delay 
might prove effective', as Shah Wali is displaying anxiety as to date of despatch of 
our mission, but we agree that despatch of mission need not be delayed pending 
satisfactory agreement. 


[N 869/6/97 | No. 12. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office , 

February 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, February 8, 1930. 

IN continuation of my telegram of the 5th instant, 11 Afghan Minister, at second 
interview with Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the 0th February, took 
opportunity of repeating desire of Afghan Government for closest friendship with 
His Majesty’s Government, to which Secretary of State assured him that His 
Majesty's Government were entirely ready to respond, lie then urged Muconachic’s 
early departure to Kabul. Secretary of State replied that there had been no undue 
delay, but that certain preliminaries had first to be arranged, amongst which were :— 

1. Reaffirmation of iieatv of 1921 (this point is dealt with in my immediately 

preceding telegram). 

2. State of road and rest houses, 

3. Safety of Knbul-Khybcr road. 

It was explained by the Secretary of State that the failure of King Amanullah’s 
Government to protect British Legation and consulates had come as a shock to His 
Majesty’s Government, and that full assurance would bo required on the question of 
safety. Moreover, the rest houses and road itself were understood to have been 
damaged, besides which slum made travelling even more difficult at this time of the 
year. Provided, however, that His Majesty's Government were satisfied as to these 
points, Mr. Maconnchie would leave England on the 17th February, and should reach 
Afghanistan in March. 

Shah Wali replied that present Afghan Government had not been responsible 
for danger incurred by Legation staff nor for the damage to Legation buildings, and 
that his Government would do everything to ensure safety of both personnel and 
property of Legation. As regards state of road, his Government would make every 
arrangement for safety and convenience of members of Legation In reply, 
Secretary of State emphasised fact that question of safety was all-important. 


No 11. 
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[N 870/56/971 No. 13. 

Secretcny of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

February 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. and R. India Office, Febiumy S, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to mv telegram of the 5th February.* Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, at second interview on the (ith February, handed aide-memoire to 
Afghan Minister suggesting exchange of notes to reaffirm validity of treaty of 1921; 
text proposed was :— 

“His Majesty’s Govorina mt in Lnited Kingdom, acting on behalf of 
themselves and of Government of India, icgard treaty as having full and valid 
effect between themselves and Government of Afghanistan, provided that any 
facilities in matters of detail which were found necessary and allowed in 
practice by either party in days of King Amanullah Khan shall continue 
in force.” 

Minister indicated that such exchange should pic^enl no difficulty, but on the 
following day counsellor informed Office that Minister could not accept proviso about 
facilities without reference to Kabul which would involve delay. Minister had no 
information as to various facilities which had been granted, and in any case thought 
phrase was too vague and would look bad if notes were published. At the same 
time, he had not slightest doubt that Mr. Maconachie would '■eoeive all facilities 
accorded to Humphrys if no more. Counsellor was not encouraged Lo think this 
requirement could be withdrawn, but was told that Secretary of State would be 
informed of Minister’s message. 


i N 1297/1094/97 | No. 14. 

Sir G. (fieri: to Mr. A. Ilendernon.—(Received February 25.) 

(No. 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Angora , Febnuuy 25, 1930. 

YOUR telegram No. 15. 

Amanullah arrived at Constantinople yesterday, where he was met by Afghan 
Ambassador. He came on to Angora yesterday evening and was met and embraced 
by President of the Republic at the station of his model farm just outside the town 
House where he stayed during private part of previous visit seems to have been put 
at his disposal. 

In a statement to the press Amanullah said be was tiitd of doing nothing in 
Rome, and had come to Turkey to renew happy memories of his last visit and see 
once more the great Gliazi and his Turkish friends. Possibly he would bring his 
family to live in Constantinople. Asked whether he thought of returning to 
Afghanistan, the ex-King said he was ready to return there to serve his country in 
any capacity, private or otherwise, but a mere invitation would not be enough. 
Afghanistan must first accept the reforms initiated by him. 

(Repeated to India, No. 1 ) 


| N 1304/1094/97 j No. 15. 

Sir G. C/erl to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received Feb man/ 25.) 

(No. 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Angora, February 25, 1930. 

MY immediately pmeding telegram. 

Local opinion is divided, some thinking that Amanullah really means to settle 
in Turkey, where he undoubtedly feels less of an alien than in Italy, others that he 
has been encouraged to come here by Moscow in hope of getting Turkish support for 
return to Afghanistan, but all agree that lie is completely Hissredited in that 
country, and that Turkey is most unlikely to burn its fingers in helping him. 
(Repeated to India, No 2.) 
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[N 1697/6/97] No. 16. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

March 8) 

(Telegraphic.) 1\ India Office , March 8, 1930. 

REAFFIRMATION of Afghan treaty. Afghan Legation still make difficulty 
about accepting phrase “ facilities in matters of detail ” without some more precise 
indication of an hat it covers. Accordingly, Foreign Office propose to redraft note as 
follows ; — 

“ Your Highness, 

“ I have the honour to inform your Highness that His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in the United Kingdom and Government of India regard treaty signed 
at Kabul on 22nd November, 1921, and letters annexed thereto as having 
full force and effect as between themselves and Government of Afghanistan 
provided that those treaty matters mentioned in enclosed schedule of any 
facilities in points of detail which were found necessary and alloived in 
practice by either of parties of said treaty in time of King Amanullah Khan 
shall continue in force, and provided also that in respect of an> treaty matters 
not mentioned in schedule the continuance of any facilities in points detailed 
which were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of said parties 
in time of King Amanullah Khan shall, if and when they arise, form subject of 
friendly arrangements bet\Neen two Governments. 

“2. If Government of Afghanistan concur in above arrangement 1 have 
the honour to suggest to your Excellency that present note and your reply in 
similar terms shall be regarded as placing on record the agreement arrived at 
in this matter 

“ Schedule. 

“ (i) The method of conveyance of British Legation mails between India 
and Kabul. 

“ (2) Area of British Legation, Kabul. 

“ (3) The staff of British Legation at Kabul. 

“ (4) The appointment of Afghan officials to posts in India.” 

Will you please telegraph if you and Maconaehie concur, particularly as 
regards schedule 

This is with reference to my telegram of the 8th ultimo* and Maconachie’s 
telegram dated the 7th March.! 


I N 1572/1094/97] No. 17. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received March 10.) 

(No. 74.) 

Sir, Angora, February 21, 1930. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of the statement made to 
the press by ex-King Amanullah on his arrival at Constantinople on the 24th instant, 
of which a summary was sent in my telegram No. 7 of the 2oth. 

2. There is no hint in the statement of any intention to return to Afghanistan, 
and Turkish opinion hero scouts the idea. The ex-King’s visit is arousing little 
interest, and though the Ghazi greeted him in the morning and they dined together in 
the evening, the President went oil' next day to Smyrna and left llis Majesty to his own 
devices. 

3. The Soviet Ambassador told me that he kuew nothing of Amanullah’s visit 

until he saw it announced in the papers, and that when he enquired of the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs the latter replied : “ You must ask Colonel Tevlik [the Secretary- 
General of the Presidency]. The visit is a purely private one and 1 know nothing 
about it.” ... 

4. I here is one simple and possible explanation of the ex-Kmgs visit. He has 
little money, life in Rome lias probably proved for him boring and expensive, whereas 
life in Stamboul would be both more congenial and less costly, in that he could live 

| Not printed. 


there more simply than in Italy. It may, therefore, be that lie has come to this 
country to examine the possibilities oi living with his wife’s relations and incidentally 
to see if his “ elder brother ” and iuspirer, the Ghazi, cannot he induced to give him 
some material help, in cash or kind. 

I have, &c. 

GEORGE R. CLERK. 

P.S. February 2S.—A member of the Government lunched with me to-day and 
said in the course of conversation that he was dining with the Ghazi the evening that 
ex-King Amanullah was there, and that he had been much entertained, for His 
Majesty, who had apparently muddled away such money as he had saved from the 
wreck, had come to the Gliazi for advice and help. He got abundance of the former, 
of the best quality, but none, and no hope, of the latter. The advice w r as (1) not to 
meddle in politics ; (2) to keep on good terms with his successor, Nadir Khan, if he 
wanted to enjoy any of his Afghan property ; and (3) to improve his mind by study. 

G. R. C. 


Enclosure in No. 17. 

Extract from the “ Rcpubliquc "of February 25, 1930. 


Statement by Ex-King Amanullah at Constantinotle. 

. . . Apres mon depart de Cuboid je m’installai a Rome. Je fis mi petit voyage 
en Suisse afin de voir nn de me> enlants qui s’y trouve en traitemeut. 11 est bien 
difficile pour une personne habituee a une vie active d’etre condnmnee a l’oisivete. 

Je suis veuu en Turquie pour voir mon beau-pore et ma belle-mere et aussi pour 
aller a Ankara revoir le Ghazi et lui renouvelor l’expression de mes sentiments 
fraternels. 

C’est ce soir (bier) que je pars pour la eapitale, d’ou je retournerai dans trois jouru 
Je passerai encore quelques jours a Stamboul avant de prendre le cliemin de Rome. 

J’ai lra\'aille de toutes mes forces pour introduiro des reformes utiles dans mon 
pays. Quel malheur que ines compatnotes n’aient point compris mon geste ! 

J’avais un programme de reformes donl le Gouvornemenl aotuel ne fait appliquer 
qu’une partie. Les etudianls afghans se trouvant a letranger out etc rappeles et les 
ecoles pour les fillos out ote fermees dans ma patrie. 

Je suis toujours dispose a retourner en Afghanistan, non point en qualite de Roi, 
niais couime simple citoyen, ii la condition expresse que mon programme de reformes 
soit applique a la lettre. 

Un Ambassadeur afghau a etc envoye en Kgypte, chose qui, pour le moment, 
n’etait nullement necessaire. Ne serait-il pas preferable d’euvoyer quelques etudiantb 
en Eurojie, an lieu de faire une pareille depense tout a fait inutile ? 

L’ex-Roi Amanoullah a encore parle de ses sentiments d'amitie envers la Turquie 
et les Turcs et il a termine ainsi : 

“ Depuis mon depart de Stamboul, j’ai tres pen occasion de parler le turc, si ce 
n’est quelquefois avec PAmbassadeur a Rome, Suad Bey.” 


[N 1584/1094/97 J No. IK. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. A. llendeison .— (Received March 10.) 

(No 78.) 

Sir, Constantinoqde, March 2, 1930. 

JUST before 1 left Angora yesterday evening, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
asked me to go to see him at his house. I found Tevfik Riistii looking ill and evidently 
suffering, and he told me that he ivas himself just starting for Constantinople to be 
treated in hospital there, and would therefore probably be invisible for some days. 
Before thus disappearing iron he w»'s anxious to tell me about ex-King 

Amanullah’s visit 
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2. His Excellency then proceeded to give the reason suggested in paragraph 4 
of my despatch No. 74 of the 27th Eebruary last, namely, that the ex-King wanted 
the support of Turkey to obtain the proceeds of his private property in Afghanistan. 
Tevfik Riistii said that, as soon as he heard of the impending visit, he had made it 
clear to the Ghazi and the President of the Council that it should be treated as a 
purely private occasion and that he, Tevfik Riistii, as Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
should be in no way mixed up with it. His illness had had this advantage, that it 
made it easier for him to avoid all personal contact with Amanullah Khan, and he 
had indeed gone so far as to refuse a visit of sympathy to his bedside from the 
ex-King on the ground that he was not well enough to receive His Majesty. 

3. On the other hand, the Minister for Foreign Affairs had seen to it that the 
attitude of the Turkish Government towards ex-King Amanullah was made quite 
clear. Turkey was a stout upholder of “ parolisme ’’—this addition to the language 
of statecraft baffled me for some time, but I finally gathered that his Excellency 
meant that Turkey keeps her word—and just as Amanullah Khan had himself seen 
how loyally Turkey had abided by its engagements towards him, so he should not 
be surprised at Turkey being equally correct towards King Nadir Khan. So long 
as Amanullah refrained from political activity or intrigue of any sort, he would 
always be a welcome private guest in Turkey, where he could stay as long as he 
wished, and where he would be treated with the respect due to his rank and with 
the friendliness which the Turks felt towards his person. And on this understanding 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs would go so far as to ask. through the respective 
Ambassadors, the two great neighbours of Afghanistan whether they would not use 
their influence at Kabul to suggest to the Afghan Government that King Nadir Khan 
should take into his own hands the administration of Amanullah’s property and allot 
the revenues, or a reasonable proportion thereof, to the ex-King, so long as he 
refrained from political activity. It was in order that I might pass this suggestion 
on to His Majesty’s Government that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had asked 
me to go to sec him. He felt that, even though Amanullah might not be at present 
a very formidable clement of unrest in Afghanistan, it was still in British interest 
to eliminate so far as possible any potential disturbing influence. 

4. T have no doubt, that the'Minister for Foreign Affairs was speaking quite 
sincerely and was really anxious to make it clear that Turkey’s attitude as regards 
Afghanistan was, and would remain, correct 

5. Ex-King Amanullah returned to Constantinople two days ago and is said 
to be returning to Italy in the course of the present week. He has announced his 
intention of spending the summer on the Bosphorus. 

I have, &c. 

GEORGE R. CLERK. 


| N 1653/56/97] No. 19. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

March 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) Ik New Delhi, March 10, 1930. 

WHILE concurring generally in proposal, we and Maconachie think that 
phrase "treaty matters" might be misunderstood by Shah Wali and cause 
apprehensions that wo wish to amend treat). (Some equivalent phrase, which is 
not open to this objection, might be substituted if you agree. 

As it stands, schedule might lead Shah Wali to object that preponderance of 
facilities is in our favour. Accordingly we would suggest redrafting of schedule 
on following lines :— 


“ Schedule. 

“(1) Facilities allowed by Amanullah Khan’s Government to British 
Legation in respect of couriers, lorry service between India and Kabul, the 
area .acquired for the Legation and the number of the personnel in the 
Legation. 

"(2) The appointment of Afghan visa officials at Peshawar and Quetta. 
" (3) The concession of 100 free telegraphic groups weekly to Afghan 
Government and Afghan Minister in London." 
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In view of our having reason to doubt whether Shah Wali is keeping his 
Government fully informed of our requirements in the matter of reaffirmation of 
facilities, we suggest that Maconachie might telegraph in clear to Afghan Foreign 
Minister, with a view to inducing him to press Shah Wali for explanation of delay, 
as follows 

“ I have now reached Delhi and am awaiting instructions From my 
Government authorising me to proceed to Kabul It is understood that 
my Government are prepared to issue these instructions as soon as certain 
preliminary questions of detail now under discussion between them and His 
Highness Shah Wali Khan have been satisfactorily arranged.” 

We understand that, if considered necessary, reaffirmation of Trade Convention 
will be included. 

This is with reference to your telegram dated the 8th March, 1930.* 


[N 1855/6/97] No. 20. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Receioed March 18.) 

(No. 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, March 18, 1930. 

THE staff for the Kabul Legation is now complete. We leave for Peshawar 
to-day, and should be ready to cross frontier in ten days’ time so far as our own 
arrangements are concerned. 


[N 2067/56/97] No. 21. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Receiced in Foreign Office, 

March 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, March 19, 1930. 

FUS Majesty’s Government agree to Maconachie telegraphing en clair to 
Afghan Foreign Minister as proposed. This is with reference to your telegram 
dated the 10th March.! 


[N 1892/56/97] No. 22. 

Minute by Mr. Seymour, March 19, 1930. 


1 ASKED Zulfacar Khan to call this afternoon, and handed him the revised 
drafts which had been prepared for the proposed exchange of notes reaffirming the 
validity of the treaty of 1921. I explained that these revised drafts were an 
attempt to meet the natural disinclination of the Afghan Minister to signing a note 
which granted unlimited and undefined ‘‘facilities" with which he was not 
acquainted, and expressed the hope that they would meet his Highness’s difficulty. 
Zulfacar Khan seemed to think that they would be acceptable. 

In the course of further discussion the question arose of the refund of duty on 
goods imported into Afghanistan through India. 1 suggested that to cover this it 
would be to the advantage of the Afghan Government to have the Anglo-Afghan 
Trade Convention of 1923 mentioned in the exchange of notes, and 1 added that, 
though I had no instructions, I had reason to believe that such a request would be 
favourably received by the Secretary of State. 

Copies of the revised drafts are attached. 

II. J. SEYMOUR. 


March 19, 1930. 


[21992] 
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Enclosure in No. 22. 

Draft for Exchange of Notes. 

(1.)— Mr. A. Hnulerson to Afghan Minister. 

Your Highness, 

ITIS Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom consider that it is desirable, 
in view of the recent accession to the Afghan Throne of Ilis Majesty King 
Muhammad Nadir Shah, to reaffirm the validity of the treaty previously concluded 
with the Government of Afghanistan. 

2. I accordingly have the honour to inform nmr Highness that His Majesty’s 
Government in the "United Kingdom regard the treaty signed at Kabul on the 
22nd November, 1921, with the letters annexed thereto, as having full force and 
effect as between themselves and the Government of India, on the one hand, and the 
Government of Afghanistan, on the other hand, provided that the facilities in 
points of detail which are mentioned in the enclosed schedule and which were found 
necessary and allowed in practice bv either of the parties to the said treaty in the 
time of King Amannllah Khan shall continue in force, and provided also that the 
continuance of any other facilities in points of detail which were found necessary 
and allowed in practice by either of the said parties in the time of King Amannllah 
Khan shall, if necessary, form the subject of friendly arrangement. 

3. If the Government of Afghanistan concur in the above proposal, I have the 
honour to suggest to your Highness that the present note and your rtfplv in similar 
terms shall be regarded as placing on record the agreement arrived at in this matter. 


(2 .)—Afghan Minister to Mr. A. Henderson. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note dated the 

March, 1930, stating that Ilis Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
consider it desirable, in view of the recent accession to the Afghan Throne of 
ILis Majesty King Muhammad Nadir Shah, to reaffirm the validity of the treaty 
previously concluded with the Government of Afghanistan. 

2. 1 have the honour to inform you in reply that the Government of 
Afghanistan, for their part, also regard the treaty signed at Kabul on the 
22nd November, 1921, with the letters annexed thereto, as having full force and 
effect as between themselves, on the one hand, and His Majesty’s Government in the 
United Kingdom and the Government of India, on the other hand, provided that 
the facilities in points of detail which are mentioned in the enclosed schedule and 
which were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of the parties to the 
said treaty in the time of King Amannllah Khan shall continue in force, and 
provided also that the continuance of any other facilities in points of detail which 
were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of the said parties in the 
time of King Amannllah Khan shall, if necessary, form the subject of friendly 
arrangement. 

3. The present note and your note in similar terms to which this is the reply 
shall accordingly be regarded as placing on record the agreement arrived at in this 
matter. 


Schedule. 

1. The facilities allowed by the Government of King Amannllah Khan to the 
British Legation in respect of couriers, the lorry service between India and Kabul, 
the area acquired for the Legation and the numbers of the Legation personnel. 

2. The appointment of Afghan visa officials at Peshawar and Quetta. 

3. The concession of 100 telegraphic groups weekly free of charge to the 
Afghan Government and the Afghan Minister in London respectively. 


[N 2015/56/97] No. 23. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Receired in Foreign Office , 

March 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , March 24, 1930. 

REFERENCE your telegram dated the 10th March* and Maconachie’s 
telegram dated the 7th March! in reply to exchange of notes with Afghan Minister, 
counsellor of Legation was handed revised drafts embodying amendments proposed 
in your telegram, and suggestion that trade agreement should be included was led 
up to in conversation. Our drafts have, howevei. not been accepted by Shah Wali, 
and he proposes following draft in lieu : — 

“Being authorised by my Government to reaffirm the validity of treaty 
previously concluded, 1 have, therefore, the honour to inform you that Govern¬ 
ment of Afghanistan, for their pail, regard treaty signed at Kabul on the 
22nd November, 1921, with letters annexed thereto, as having full force and 
effect as between themselves, on the one hand, and His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom, on the other hand. 

“The continuance of other facilities which were found necessary and 
allowed in practice by cither of said parties in time of ex-King Amannllah 
Khan shall, if necessary, form the subject of friendly arrangement.’’ 

At interview of the 20th Marih, Xullikar stated that objection to our drafts is 
that they might be misunderstood in Afghanistan, but that no difficulties of any 
kind would arise with regard to any of questions under head (1) of our schedule 
(see your telegram id' the 10th instant). He said that Minister could not go beyond 
terms of his draft without referring whole matter to Kabul, and Xulfikar did not 
think he would agree to giving more specific assurances in a private letter. 

Alternatives wdiieh now suggest themselves are as folknvs : (1) To adhere to our 
draft and state definitely that, pending a satisfactory settlement, Maconaehie will 
not be able to proceed; (2) to omit from notes reference to facilities, but insist on 
some assurances being given in a private letter; (3) to agree to substance of Afghan 
draft (which approximates to alternative formula in my telegram of the 5th ultimo]:) 
subject to draft amendments, e.g., omission of words ‘Gf necessary,’’ but to make it 
clear that if difficulties arise Afghan facilities in (2) and possibly (3) of schedule 
may be liable to withdrawal. Please repeat this telegram to Maconaehie for his 
view's and also telegraph your observations. 


jN 2978/56/97] No. 24. 

Mr. Maconaehie to Mr. A. Ilcndi rson.—{Receired March 27.) 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Pes/icnvar, March 2(5, 1930. 

REFERENCE your telegram dated the 25th March and my telegram No. 4, 
dated the 20th March. \ From language held by Zulfikar it is clear that Afghan 
Government has not been kept fully informed regarding discussions in London. 
This being so, to accept Shah Wali’s present attitude as final and to abandon at this 
stage effort to secure his agreement to our draft would appear premature. 

1 recommend, therefore, that no definite reply should be given to him until pressure 
which we hope will be applied from Kabul has had time to take effect. 

The fact that in a letter to Foreign Secretary, Government of India, Afghan 
consul-general has already drawn attention to departure from Schedule 2 (1) of 
treaty seems to strengthen objection to acceptance of vague assurance on the point 
by Shah Wali. 

In event of action on lines suggested above proving after full trial ineffectual, 
1 should be inclined to alternatin' 3 of Secretary of State for India’s telegram of 
the 24th March,§ though reluctantly, as it seems dangerous to suggest even 
possibility of closure of facilities, enjoyment of w hich has been proved, for Legation, 
to be essential. On attitude which may be adopted by Afghan Government and its 
effect on that of Shah Wali much would seem to depend. 



t Not printed. 
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[N 2163/56/97] No. 25. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—{Received in Foreign Office , 

March 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi , March 29, 1930. 

REFERENCE made by Afghan consul-general to schedule 2 (1) of treaty is, in 
our opinion, capable of opposite interpretation. Owing to presence with Legation 
personnel of engineer officer and staff, it was necessary to submit thirty-seven 
passports to him for visa, which he did not refuse, but in returning passports merely 
made mention of article in schedule by which numbers are limited to thirty-five. We 
agree, however, with Maconachie that we should wait a little longer in hope of 
securing Shah Wali's agreement to our first formula. 

This refers to your telegrams dated the 24th March‘d and connected 
correspondence. 

(Repeated to Mr. Maconachie at Peshawar.) 


[N 2340/56/97] No. 26. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—[Received in Foreign Office, 

April 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Peshawar , April 7, 1930. 

WIIAT attitude is Shah Wali maintaining, and has it been possible to make 
any progress with him ? We should be glad to know. 

This is with reference to our telegram dated the 29th March, t 


[N 2412/56/97] No. 27. 

Minute by Mr. Seymour , April 11. 1930. 

ZULFACAR KHAN called to-day to continue the discussion alxmt the 
reaffirmation of the Anglo-Afghan treaty of 1921. 

I started by saying that we much regretted that the Minister had found it so 
difficult to give us the simple assurance we had asked for as regards the continuance 
of the extra-treaty facilities, although 1 had understood from Zulfacar that,his 
Highness was quite convinced that the facilities would, in fact, be continued. 

Zulfacar Khan said that this was the case, and that, as a matter of fact, am 
such facilities would be continued on at least as good a basis as before, or even 
extended. In reply to further questions, he said that the Minister would be perfectly 
willing to give his personal assurance to this effect to the Secretary of State on the 
occasion of signing a note such as he had already submitted. 

I said that, in view of his Higlmess’s position, such a personal assurance would 
naturally carry great weight, and that, while we did not understand his Highness's 
objection to specifying the facilities in question, we should, in view of this personal 
assurance, be prepared to go a considerable way to meet his objections. I then 
showed him the new drafts prepared for the exchange of notes, copies of which are 
attached. After reading the notes, Zulfacar Khan said that he thought it would 
be better, on the whole, to exchange notes merely confirming the agreements, and put 
any reference to arrangements regarding the extra-treaty facilities into a separate 
letter. I pointed out that this was going back on what he had himself proposed at 
a previous interview and would he quite inadmissible. 

Zulfacar Khan then concentrated on the phrase at the end of the draft note, 
“ in cases where such arrangement is necessary,” and said that he thought it would 
be much better to say “ if necessary.” 1 pointed out that the phrase we proposed 
was preferable, as, especially in view of Shah Wali’s verbal assurances, we hoped 
that in the great majority of cases, if not in all, no such arrangement would be found 
necessary. Zulfacar Khan seemed very doubtful about this. 1 said that the note 
had been very carefully drafted so as to meet practically entirely the difficulties 
which the Minister had explained to us, and that we felt entitled to expect that it 
should now be accepted substantially in the form we proposed. 
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I had previously explained that we had gone out of our way so to draft the note 
as to meet the Afghan objection to the explicit mention of the Government of India. 

Zulfacar Khan then left to submit the draft note to his Minister, and undertook 
to let me know to-morrow the result of Shah Wali’s consideration of the matter. 

H. J. SEYMOUR. 

Foreign Office , April 11, 1930. 


! 

Enclosure in No. 27. j 

Draft for Exchange of Nates. j 


(1.)— Mr. A. Henderson to Afghan Minister. 

Your Highness, 

WE have agreed that it is desirable, in view of the recent accession to the 
Afghan Throne of His Majesty King Muhammad Nadir Shah, to reaffirm the 
validity of the treaty concluded at Kabul on the 22nd November, 1921, with 
the letters annexed thereto, and of the trade convention concluded at Kabul on the 
5th June, 1923. 

2. I accordingly have the honour to place on record that it is our understanding 
that these two treaties continue to have full force and effect. 

3. It is understood that the continuance of those facilities in points of detail 
which were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of the parties to the 
treaty of 1921 in the time of the former King, Amanullah Khan, shall form the 
subject of friendly arrangement in cases where such arrangement is necessary. 


(2 .)—Afghan Minister to Mr. .1. Henderson. 

Sir, 

I have received \our note, dated thor April, 1930, staling that we have 

agreed that it is desirable, in view of the recent accession to the Afghan Throne of 
His Majesty King Muhammad Nadir Shah, to reaffirm the validity of the treaty 
concluded at Kabul on the 22nd November, 1921, with the letters annexed thereto, 
and the trade convention concluded at Kabul on the 5th June, 1923. 

2. I have the honour, in reply, also to place on record that it is our under¬ 
standing that these two treaties continue to have full force and effect. 

3. It is understood that the continuance of those facilities in points of detail 
which were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of the parties to the 
treaty of 1921 in the time of the former King, Amanullah Khan, shall form the 
subject of friendly arrangement in cases where such arrangement is necessary. 


[N 2452/56/97] No. 28. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office . 

April 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, April 11, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 7th instant. # It was inferred from 
remarks which Zulfacar let fall at Foreign Office on the 1st April, when there in 
another connexion, that Afghan Minister had not then received any instructions to 
concede to our formula. Unless Afghan Legation changed its ground, it is now 
proposed to end deadlock by accepting, with slight modifications, Shah Wali's 
formula. 
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| N 2467/56/97] No. 29. 1 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office. ] 

Ayril 15.) I 

(Telegraphic.) P. Peshawar, April 14, 1930. j 

DEFINITE evidence is now in our possession that Shah Wali has reported toj j 
the Afghan Government by mail nature of preliminaries which have to be adjusted , 
before our mission can leave for Kabul. Plis report should reach Kabul in a few 
days time. We therefore anticipate that instructions will be received by him verv ’ 
shortly, and consider there is room for hope that Afghan Legation will then change j 
its ground. We accordingly think that, annoying as delay may be, His Majesty’s 
Government should adhere to their present attitude pending developments, and j 
should give no indication of any readiness to accept Afghan formula. We have { 
consulted Maconachie, who entirely agrees. 

This is with reference to your telegram dated the 11th April.* 


| N 2550/56/97] No. 30. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office , 

Ayril 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Ar?r Delhi, April 16, 1930. 

THE question of Nadir's relations with our tribes, which is pivotal point in our j 
policy, has been under careful consideration. Of course, Nadir is very well aware S 
of our views, and is probably expecting the subject to be mentioned. We con- j 
sequently think that it would be as well for Maconachie to know now what general : 
line he should take up on arrival, though we do not wash to hamper his discretion i 
by prescribing any rigid instructions as to details, which must depend on ; 
circumstances of the moment. • „ I 

An admirably correct attitude was maintained by our tribes in general, while 1 
Nadir undeniably received material assistance from certain Wazir sections whose 
allegiance is due to us, and has since been compelled to acknowledge his obligations 
to them in various ways. Nadir has also undoubtedly been intriguing with Mahsuds, 
to whose support he owes nothing. Accordingly, there has been a good deal of 
coming and going of emissaries to and from Waziristan, many of whom have been 
using Khyber route, and rumours of large gatherings to be assembled at Kabul this , 
summer. Some at least of this correspondence we believe to be more or less 
involuntary on Nadir’s part, and intentions with which it has bceu undertaken , 
appear comparatively unobjectionable. < 

It is quite unlikely, we think, that Nadir really means to summon Mahsuds j 
and Wazirs or other tribesmen in large numbers unless lie needs their support once 
more. We are. nevertheless, not altogether disposed to overlook what he has been 
and is doing. Therefore we suggest that Maconachie should be authorised to raise 
this subject on arrival in Kabul whenever a favourable opportunity presents itself 
and explain our attitude, which is alike inevitable and unvarying on this point. 
Maconachie might add that if His Majesty's Government, out of friendly desire 
not to embarrass Nadir, refrain at present from making any specific demand, their 
forbearance must not be construed as acquiescence in proceedings wdiich must always 
remain chief impediment to prevent growth of true friendship between the two 
Governments. 

This has been entirely agreed to by Maconachie. who has been consulted. 


|N 2652/56/97] No. 31. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (at Peshawar). 

(No. 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , April 17, 1930. 

PLEASE telegraph your views on telegram from the Secretary of State for 
India to Viceroy, dated 17th April, which will be repeated to you. 
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[N 2652/56/97] No. 32. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

April 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office , April 17, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 14th instant. K It was not considered 
possible to delay further some reply lo proposal(s) made by Afghan Legation on the 
20thMarch to exchange notes in terras referred to in my telegram of the 24thMarch.! 
Therefore Zulfikar had been asked to call at the Foreign Office on the 11th April. 
Zulfikar adhered to objection to our formula, but ho stated that Minister would bo 
perfectly whiling to give his personal assurance to Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs that facilities would be continued on at least as good a basis as before or even 
extended. His Majesty’s Government informed Zulfikar that while they did not 
understand Minister's objection to specify facilities in note themselves, they would, 
in view’ of promise of a personal assurance, be prepared to meet him on the basis 
of new drafts which were handed to him, and in substance were similar to Afghan 
draft. On the 14th April, at a further meeting, Zulfikar produced English trans¬ 
lation of Persian text of a draft for Afghan note based on our now T drafts. In 
course of discussion thm was modified, and now runs as follows : — 

“Sir, I have received your note dated (blank) regarding reaffirmation of 
validity of treaty of 1921, and in reply I have the honour to state (1) w r e have 
agreed that, in view of accession to Afghan throne of His Majesty King 
Muhammad Nadir Shah, it is desirable to reaffirm validity of treaty concluded 
at Kabul on the 22nd November. 1921, with letters annexed thereto, and 1 place 
on record that above treaty continues to have full force and effect; (2) it is 
understood that continuance of other facilities in point of detail, which were 
found necessary and allowed in practice by either of parties in time of former 
King Amanullah Khan, shall form, when necessary, the subject of friendly 
arrangement.’’ 

2. Zulfikar was told that in due course he would be informed whether or not 
above draft was acceptable. 

3. By avoiding mention of any Government form of draft evades objection 
raised by Afghans to specify Government of India as well as Plis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in United Kingdom. At the request of Afghan Legation trade convention is 
omitted. 

4. Therefore present position is that after considerable trial of waiting tactics 
we are. in last resort, committed to draft substantially on lines of Afghan draft 
(compare alternative formula in my telegram of the 5th February.J) 

5. Your views on wording of new draft, which it must he remembered is only 
a translation, mav please be telegraphed. Translation of any draft ultimately 
agreed on will be carefully checked. To settle the question on basis of new draft 
seems best, unless after further short delay we have reason to believe that Legation 
receives instructions from Afghan Government entailing a prospect of obtaining 
something more definite. This telegram may please be repeated to Maconachie, 
whose views are being asked for. 


| N 2663/56/97] ' No. 33. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received April 21.) 

(No. 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Peshawar, April 21, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 17th instant, No. 3.§ Government of 
India are, I presume, communicat ing to you by telegraph special information from 
which it appears to me that Afghan Government is becoming perturbed at delay of 
mission and that Shah Wali s obstinacy is unauthorised bluff, which is unlikely to be 
maintained indefinitely by him. While, no doubt, Afghan Legation has receded 
slightly from its original attitude, achievement of its main object in our first con¬ 
versations seems likely to encourage Afghan Government to be obstinate in,future. 
However, if after consideration of special information mentioned above and attitude 
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of Afghan Legation, which it is, from this distance, difficult to appreciate precisely, 
it is decided by His Majesty’s Government that further delay is not advisable, I do 
not wish to press my objection to acceptance of draft now proposed. But I consider 
Shah Wali’s personal assurance should be given in writing and that any reference 
to letters attached to treaty should specify number of such letters as four. Once 
negotiations have been concluded our departure for Kabul, I suggest, need not be 
delayed for actual completion of formalities involved in exchange of notes. 


| N 2684/56/97 | No. 34. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office 

April 24.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1 J . /Vmr Delhi , April 23, J930. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 17th April * and Katodon No. 9.1 
Owing to dislocation, due to Viceroy’s Frontier tour, we much regret that special 
information referred to was not telegraphed before the 11th April. It was actually 
sent on 14th, 15th and 17th, and more relating to reaffirmation of trade convention 
is being sent to-day. 

In turn we should have been grateful if intention to interview Zulfikar on the 
11th had been communicated beforehand to us. 

While agreeing with Maconachie’s diagnosis of situation we find some difficulty 
in offering advice without more precise knowledge of attitude of Afghan Legation 
and extent to which they are justified in regarding His Majesty’s Government as 
committed to acceptance of their formula. If it can now be reported by Shah Wali 
that he has secured or is on point of securing His Majesty's Government s acceptance 
of formula proposed by him, we do not suppose that even receipt of orders from 
Kabul to avoid further controversy likely to delay departure of mission would make 
Legation shift its ground to position which we had hoped to secure by these weeks of 
manoeuvring. On the other hand, if question is still really open perhaps one week s 
further delay, reckoning from date of despatch of this telegram, would be worth 
while. For Maeonaehie’s anticipations as to probable effect on Afghans of 
success in this preliminary encounter are fully shared lyy us. 

With regard to draft now communicated to us we again find some difficulty in 
commenting in absence of British note. However, we suggest that some verbal 
alteration would be appropriate at end of paragraph numbered (1). To place on 
record that treaty still has force is not for Shah Wall to do, that can only be done by 
both sides acting in agreement. Therefore we suggest that instead of “1 place on 
record that above treaty continues to have” following be substituted “It is 
accordingly hereby reaffirmed with.” In paragraph (2), we suggest “ all for 
“other” before “facilities.” 

We agree with Maconachie’s views as to Shah Wall's personal assurance being 
given in writing and number of letters attached to treaty being specified as four. 
We also agree with his concluding suggestion. 


N 2756/56/97] 


No. 35. 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Viceroy of India. 

(Telegraphic.) F. . ln(lia 0 Slice, April 20, 1930 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 23rd instant.]; It does not appear that 
information to which you refer gives any ground for expecting that Afghan Legation 
will change their attitude. On the 25th April, Zulfikar, who had asked for an 
interview, called at Foreign Office and after enquiring as to continued delay ended 
by stating that, if we desire it, Afghan Legation would be prepared to include trade 
convention in exchange of notes. That this would be in Afghan and not m British 

interests was pointed out to him. . . , , 

2 That Afghan Legation will not receive any relevant instructions and that 
it wili be necessary in the end to settle question on the basis of new drafts seems 
evident. Though, of course, Shah Wali may represent to his Government that lie 
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has gained a point, it does not seem probable that Afghans will imagine they have 
a substantial advantage such as would be likely to encourage them in future 
obstinacy. However, from our point of view, the position obviously becomes worse, 
the longer we hold out without any prospect of ultimate success. It was for this, 
among other reasons, that we recommenced conversations on the 11th April, three 
weeks after presentation of Afghan draft on the 20th March. 

3. Now we propose that on the 1st May draft notes should be discussed and, if 
possible, settled with amendments suggested by Maconachie and by you. 1 should 
explain draft quoted in my telegram of the 17th instant* is substantially the same 
British draft communicated on the 11th April to Zulfikar. After drafts are settled 
Shah Wali might be invited to interview with Mr. Henderson and asked to give 
personal assurance mentioned in my telegram of the 17th instant. Efforts will also 
be made lo obtain a private note from him to Mr. Henderson confirming, in w citing, 
assurance given at such interview. Then notes could he exchanged forthwith. 

4. Please telegraph to reach me by the 30th April whether, in the circum¬ 
stances, you concur in abo\e procedure. This is repeated as No. 4 to Mr. Maconachie, 
Peshawar. 


[N 2755/56/97] No. 36. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) Lh Foreign Ojltce, A pril 26, 1930. 

PLEASE see telegram repeated to you No. 4,t dated 26th April and telegraph by 
30th April whether in the circumstances you concur. 

This is with reference to your telegram No. 9, dated the 21st instant, j 


| N 2740/6/97) No. 37. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul , April 26, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 5, 26th instant.§ In the circumstances 
explained, 1 concur especially as recent events in Peshawar are likely to cause 
reaction in Afghanistan. In my opinion this fact makes necessary now that Legation 
should reach Kabul with the least possible delay with view to doing anything possible 
to exert steadying influence on Afghan Government. Chief Commissioner, North- 
West Frontier Province, has been given a copy of this telegram. 


LN 2767/56/97] No. 38. 

Secretary of State for India to Viceroy of India.—(Received in Foreign Office , 

A pril 28.) 

(Telegraphic.) India Office , April 28, 1930. 

WE concur. This is reference to Foreign Office telegram dated 26th April.! 
(Repeated to Mr. Maconachie at Peshawar.) 


[N 2822/56/97] No. 39. 

Minute by Mr. Baggallay, A pril 29, 1930. 

I VISITED Shah Wali Khan at his request yesterday afternoon. 
Zulfacar Khan was also present. It was understood that everything that was said 
was “ between good friends.” 

After some preliminary conversation, he asked, as I anticipated, why 
Mr. Maconachie had not yet left for Kabul. If the reason was that the exchange of 
notes reaffirming the validity of the treaty of 1921 had not yet been effected, he could 
only poiut out that he had accepted the draft notes handed to Zulfacar Khan on the 
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11th April. He understood that there was still some difficulty over the Persian 
rendering of the Afghan note, but he was prepared to make any adjustments which 
might be necessary in order to reach a speedy settlement. The 9th May would be the 
occasion of a great Moslem festival in Kabul and it would cause remark it 
Mr. Maconachie, who had been absent iiom the Eid celebrations in March, were 
absent from this festival also. 

In leply I said that, speaking personally, I felt sure that everyone in the 
Foreign Office regretted the necessity for the delay as much as he did. Rut his 
Highness must not suppose that we accepted any responsibility i'or this delay. 
Throughout the negotiations we had been putting forward drafts designed to meet 
the difficulties of the Legation and each time the Legation, while nominally accepting 
them, had made changes of wording which seemed to us to be merely frivolous It 
was essential that the two notes in an exchange of notes should form a complete 
whole, and each time the Legation made alterations in the diaft of their note it 
meant that we, in our turn, had to consider alterations in ours Even on the last 
occasion the Legation, though they said they accepted our drafts of the 11th April, 
had put forward a draft of their own note which was substantially different in 
English from what we proposed and entirely different in Persian. 1 knew that it 
was impossible to be perfectly literal in translations of this kind, but it was possible 
to reproduce the English a great deal more accurately than that. 

Shah Wali Khan said that in that case he won hi be willing to send us a Persian 
translation following exactly the draft of the Afghan note handed to Zulfacar Khan 
on the 11 th April 

T said that if his Highness were w iiling to accept our draft in this way. it might 
greatly assist a settlement. 1 could, of course, merely report w hat he had said at the 
Foreign Office, and we might now wish to make in our own drafts seme amendments 
which had occurred to us in the meanwhile. Put in am tase if Zulf tear Khan would 
send along the revised Persian text of the Afghan draft, I would see what could 
he done. 

1 then tinkled Shah Wali Khan about his personal assurance that 
Mr Macomuhie would, in fact, encounter no diHhulties over the “facilities” to 
which we attached so much importante. He replied that he would certainly give any 
assurance requited to the Secretary of State. Had he 1 e°n alone 1 would hate raised 
the question of putting these assurances in writing. As it is. 1 think it will be 
possible when the timeVomes to arrange this in one way or another. 

We then passed to other subjects. 

L BAGGALLAY. 

Foreign O ffice , A pril 29, 1930. 


N 2786/6/97 ] No. 40. 

Secretary oj State for India to I iceroy of India.—(Rcreired in Foreign Office 

April 30.) 

(Telegraphic) V. India Office, April 29, 1930. 

T11LS is with reference to our telegram of 28th April.* it was with 
Maconaehic’s view that mission should stmt as soon as possible that we intended 
to express concurrence. 


[N 2846/56/97 | No. 41. 

Mr. A. Ifende/eon to Mr. Maconachie (Pediatrar). 

(No. 0.) 

(Telegraphic ) P. Foreign Office , May 1, 1930. 

Wild, you please see telegram dated 16th April! from Government of India 
regarding Nadir's relations with our tribes, of which I presume you have a copy. 
You are'authorised by IIis Majesty's Government to act, on lines suggested by 
Government of India, at a favourable opportunity after your arrival at Kabul. 
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[N 2902/56/97] No. 42. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachic (Pcshairar). 

(No. 7.) V 1 

(Telegraphic.) P. Fomtm Offer, May 3. 1930 

TEXT of draft note has been settled with Afghm Ligation and probably on 
6th May notes will he exchanged. 

You may now proceed to Kahn! w ith leasi p mdblo delay. 

This refers to your telegram of the 27th 'dtimo. No 10.*’ 


[N 1584/1094/97] No. 43. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Sir G. Clerk ( Constantinople ). 

(No. 277.) 1 1 

^ r > Foreign, Office , May 5, 1930. 

IN your despatch No. 78 of the 2nd March last your Excellency recorded a 
conversation with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs about the visit of King 
Amanullah to Turkey, in the course of which his Excellency suggested that His 
Majesty s Government (as well as the Soviet Government) should convey to King 
Nadir Shah a proposal to the elfeet that lie should allow the cx-King to receive a 
reasonable proportion of the revenues arising from his property in Afghanistan, so 
long as lie refrained from political activity. This proposal did not appear to me to 
be one which it would be desirable for His Majesty’s Government to press upon the 
Afghan Government, but L saw no objection to the suggestion being mentioned on 
a suitable occasion to the Afghan Minister in London, who had expressed a desire 
to be kept informed of anything of interest concerning the visit. 

2. Such an opportunity recently occurred in the course of a conversation 
between the Afghan Minister and a member of my Department, and iiis Highness 
was given the gist of what the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs had said 
regarding the attitude of his Government towards King Amaiiullah, and was also 
told, without comment, of the suggestion which Tevfik^Uiistu had made as to the 
ex-King's property. 

3. His Highness seemed to know of the suggestion already, and merely 
remarked that the Afghan Government were at present in such low' water financially 
that he did not think it in the least likely that they would have any money to spare, 
for King Amanullah, who had taken with him when he left Afghanistan nil the 
jewels and movable property upon which he could lay his hands, and Shah Wali 
Khan did not think that the estates which lie had owned in a private and personal 
capacity had ever been very extensive. Quite apart from I his, the Minister did not 
believe that King Amanullah was really at all badly off, and thought that his appeal 
for funds to the Turkish Government was merely made in order to alTord a convenient 
excuse for the journey to Turkey. 

4. His Highness had previously stated that he thought King Amanullah, 
though his brother-in-law, a very dangerous man. Me was by nature extremely 
restless and ambitious, and would never finally abandon the hope of returning to 
Afghanistan. It therefore behoved both the Afghan Government and His Majesty’s 
Government to keep themselves as fully informed as possible of all his movements 
and activities. 

5. You may, if necessary, inform the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs that 
his suggestion regarding King Amanullah’s property has been passed on to the 
Afghan Minister in London. 

6. Copies of this despatch are being sent to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Rome and to His Majesty’s Minister to Kabul, who has been authorised, if the 
occasion arises, to mention the suggestion to the Afghan Government, but without 
comment. 

I am, &c. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON 


* No. 37. 





28 


[N 2970/56/97] .No. 44. 

General Shah Wali Khan to Mr. A. Henderson—(Received May 6.) 

(Translation.) 

Sir, Afghan Legation, London , May 6, 1930. 

I HAVE received your note, dated the 6th May, 1930, stating that we have 
agreed that it is desirable, in view of tile recent accession to the Afghan Throne of 
His Majesty King Muhammad Nadir Shah, to reaffirm the validity of the treaty 
concluded at Kabul on the 22nd November, 1921, with the four letters annexed 
thereto, and of the Trade Convention concluded on the 5th June, 1923. 

2. I have the honour, in reply, also to place on record that it is our under¬ 
standing that these two treaties continue to have full force and effect. 

3. It is understood that the continuance of those facilities in points of detail 
which were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of the parties to the 
treaty of 1921 in the time of the former King, Amanullah Khan, shall form the 
subject of friendly arrangement in cases where such arrangement is necessary. 

I have, &c. 

SHAH WALI. 


[N 2823/56/97] No. 45. 

Mr. A. Henderson to General Shah Wali Khan. 

Your Highness, Foreign Office, May 6, 1930. 

WE have agreed that it is desirable, in view of the recent accession to the 
Afghan Throne of His Majesty King Muhammad Nadir Shah, to reaffirm the validity 
of the treaty concluded at Kabul on the 22nd November, 1921. with the four letters 
annexed thereto, and the Trade Convention concluded on the 5tli June, 1923. 

2. I accordingly have the honour to place on record that it is our understanding 
that these two treaties continue to ha\e full force and effect. 

3. It is understood that the continuance of those facilities in points of detail 
which were found necessary and allowed in practice by either of the parties to the 
treaty of 1921 in the time of the former King. Amanullah Khan, shall form the 
subject of friendly arrangement in cases where such arrangement is necessary. 

I have. &e. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


[N 2970/56/97] No. 46. 

Mr. .1. Henderson to General Shah Wali Khan. 

Your Highness, 1 Foreign Office , May 6, 1930. 

AT our meeting to-day your Highness was good enough to give me your personal 
assurance that when His Majesty’s Legation is re-established in Kabul it will enjoy 
all those facilities with regard to area, personnel, communications and other matters 
which previous British missions enjoyed. 

2. I shall be glad if your Highness will confirm my understanding of this 
assurance. 

I have, &e. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON. 
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[N 2899/56/97] No. 47. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

May 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ' Neiv Delhi, May 10, 1930. 

FOLLOWING telegram from North-West Frontier, Peshawar, iot'li May- — 

“ Letters containing warning should reach Badshah Gul and Ilaji on 
10th May by midday. They are being informed that, if they have not removed 
themselves meamvhile, Government will take such action as it sees tit at any 
time after daybreak on 11th May Their presence is reported as having 
increasingly disturbing effect on district and I consider that need of local 
situation requires that they should be bombed as soon as warning expires. 

“2. However, Maconachie has represented that, until he has had sufficient 
time to give prior intimation to Afghans according to treaty, operations should 
not take place. He is not due in Kabul before 11th midday. 

“3. I suggest that in circumstances llis Majesty's Government be 
informed at once as above, with a request that immediate intimation be given 
to Shah Wali. I will endeavour to defer as long as I can operations on any 
considerable scale. Howell and Pears concur. This telegram has been repeated 
to Maconachie ” 

We agree. Will you please arrange to have Shah Wali informed as soon as 
possible, if you see no objection. 


[N 3055/9/97] No. 48. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 10, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to Government of India’s telegram of 10th May.* This 
afternoon, counsellor, Afghan Legation was given memorandum explaining 
position and containing following passage: “Although contemplated operations 
do not fall w ithin terms of article 10 of treaty, it has been thought desirable, in 
view of close relations so happily existing, to give this indication of intended 
action. Counsellor speaks m purely private capacity, and as friend expressed 
doubt as to wisdom of course from point of view' of Government of India themselves, 
lie said question arouses ill-feeling among tribesmen generally, who w r ere so far 
apparently well disposed. Ilaji and his misguided followers were incapable of 
serious mischief if provocative action was avoided, and their influence was 
certainly not to he compared with that of great masses of tribesmen, wim had so far 
ignored them. His Minister, he said, would probably telegraph to Afghan Govern¬ 
ment at once, and hinted that, if no irrevocable steps were taken, they might do 
something to secure peaceful solution. 

Counsellor was assured that his advice was received in spirit in which it was 
offered, but was told that Government of India, before taking this decision, must 
have weighed every possibility. 

In case automatic repetition Forminka telegrams not yet. again in operation, 
foregoing is repeated to Government of India separately. 


[N 3094/6/97] No. 49. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received May 12.) 

(No. 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Kabul, May 12, 1930. 

ARRIVED Kabul, 11th May. All well. 


* No. 47. 









[N 3188/9/97] 


No. 50. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 13, 1930. 

I UNDERSTAND that you are being kept informed by Government of India 
of measures taken to disperse Madda Khel Wazirs’ attack on Datta Khel. I am 
inclined to think that Afghan Government should be given early information by 
you as was done through London in ease of operations against Mohmands. 

Please act accordingly unless you or Government of India see any objection. 


[N 3139/9/97] No. 51. 

Viceroy of India to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul).—(Received in Foreign Office, May 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, May 13, 1930. 

FOLLOWING is extract from Norwcf’s situation report, Peshawar, addressed 
Home Department, dated 12th May:— 

“ Tt was known yesterday that Olmknaur Mulla had left his home in 
Afghan territory for Mohmand country. To-day information is that he is 
raising lashkar of Afghan Mohmands to join Haji in Gandab. Please inform 
Foreign immediately, with request that Minister be asked to inform Kabul 
Government of Olmknaur Mulla's departure to Mohmand." 

Will you please comply with Chief Commissioner's request at earliest 
favourable opportunity if you see no objection. 

In doing so, you might, if you agree, point out that this protest relates to 
Mulla himself. As regards Afghan Mohmands, line laid down in Secretary of 
State for India’s telegram dated llth April, 1927, is adhered to by the Government 
of India.* 


IN 3171/9/97] No. 52. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

May 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. New Delhi, May 14, 1930. 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER telegraphs as follows: — 

“ Following telegram received from North Waziristan :— 

“ 1 Madda Khel undoubtedly sent for help from Gurbaz Tanni and other 
Afghan tribes. 

“ ‘ Any chance of remonstrance (from Kabul? ’ ” 


| N 3225/56/97] No. 53. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State for India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

May 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. New Delhi, May 14, 1930. 

OUR telegram of 14th May. f Isolated requests preferred to Afghan Govern¬ 
ment to restrain individual tribes are not, in our opinion, likely to prove most 
effective course of action. What we require is that Afghan Government should 
shoulder its plain international obligations, and this we are the more entitled to 
expect them to do on account of correct attitude maintained by ourselves during 


Not priuted. 


t No. 52. 



[N 3294/9/97) No. 57. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. Henderson.—(Received May 17.) 

(No. 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, May 1C, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to telegram from Government of India, dated the 14th May, to 
Secretary of State for India. j‘ I see no objection to representing matter to Nadir 
on the lines proposed by Government of India, and, where 1 sent Katodon 19 of 
the 15th May,| I had similar action in view. For I anticipate main dillieulty would 
be in explaining to Nadir Sarda Act, provisions of which go beyond those of law 


• No. 50. 


t No. 53. 


| No. 55. 
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of Islam, and so give handle to religious propaganda, which seems to be only kind 

likely to make wide appeal here. , . 

Local opinion on the subject has already been stirred up by Amanullah s 

proposal to raise age for marriage. 

In any case, T doubt whether Nadir Khan could afford to do, as you request, 
very much in our favour, but will do my best if so instructed. 

I submit that representations in individual cases, provided that latter are 
established by reliable information, should not prejudice but might rather prepare 
wav for subject-matter of wider objective indicated by Government of India, bucb 
representation, even if ineffectual, would serve to keep alive Afghans sense of our 
requirements and their own obligations, and if m general discussions Nadir were 
to ask for concrete instances, I should like to reply that these have been brought to 
his Foreign Minister’s notice I conclude, from Government of India telegram of 
the 14th Mav to my address, that, until our information is more definite, represen¬ 
tation as to Chaknaur Mullah and Afghan Mohmands should not be made. Will 
Government of India please confirm this? 


j N 3304/9/971 No. 58. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. .!. Henderson.-(Received May 18.) 

fTekJmnhie 1 P Kahul ' Ma, J 18 > i 930 ' 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. is of the 15th instant* In reply, Foreign 

Minister suggests that, in view of fact that Afghan Government has not yet 
disarmed or^-established control of its tribes, His Majesty’s Government would be 
well advised to employ peaceful means of settlement rather than force and make 
definite request to this effect. Foreign Minister says that Governor Southern 
Province has been instructed to restrain Afghan tribes, but whole tone of the lettei , 
which is'inoffensive, suggests that Afghan Government lack power gather than to 
control of their tribes, and is apprehensive of reaction on their side. Tiist 
opportunity of discussion with Foreign Minister will he taken by me. 


jN 3335/43/97', No. 50. 

Mr. .1 laconachie to Mr. ,1. Hendei son .-(Received May 20.) 

5j!°j J 3;) , ■ x p Kabul, May 19, 1930. 

i °M a \ FI AKIM, who m in confidence of King and has been in Kabul for the 
last month, informed me privately that Afghan Government will shortly ask His 
Majesty's Government, on the strength of alleged promise by FTumphrys, for 
assistance in form of 20,000 rifles with 20 million rounds and cash loan, repayment 
to commence after certain period. He said that subsidy would not be asked foi b\ 
King, nor would King accept one it offered to him. 


[N 3357/9/9? j No. 00. 

Viceroy of India to Secretary of State .lor India.—(Received in Foreign Office, 

Man 21.) 

rr , , H v p New Delhi, May 20, 1930. 

IaTODON'S Nos IS 20 and 22.1 We are. in general, disposed to defer to 
Minister’s advice in matte.; of tactics, and in this instance, 

already expressed by us as to main objective, we can readily undeistand that it mi 0 ht 
strengthen Minister’s hands when he comes to talk to Nadir to have his letters about 
individuals and Afghan tribes on record in the Afghan Foreign Office, and we have 
no objection whatever to bis drawing attention to well-authenticated instances. As 
at present advised, pending further report from North-West Frontier whose 
comments we had invited but have not yet received, we do not think that eithei 
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Chaknaur Mulla or Tani and Gurbaz should be cited. Representation regarding 
conduct of Afghan Mohmands should also be deferred. We suggest that, in proposed 
discussions with Foreign Minister, Maconachie should take line that recourse to 
force was compelled by aggressive action on part of tribes concerned and has been 
restricted to minimum required for securing object in view. If he sees fit, he might 
also quote parallel recent case of Shinwaris and Afghan Government, in which, so 
far as we are aware, no previous, or indeed subsequent, intimation was ever given 
to His Majesty’s Government by them. 

katodon No. 19. x Sarda Act. We are by no means in favour of Minister’s 
opening upon this subject to Afghau Foreign Minister or to Nadir. We agree that, 
if either of these should introduce topic, he might with advantage explain intrinsic 
harmlessness of Act as proposed by him, but as at present advised we do not intend 
suspension, and he should make no reference to any such possibility, at least without 
further reference to us. 


|N 3514/9/97] No. 61. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received May 25.) 

(Nos. 27 and 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, May 24, 1930. 

‘ YESTERDAY I discussed Indian situation with Foreign Minister stressing 
opportunity afforded by it to new Afghan Government of demonstrating good faith 
at outset as we had already done towards them. I suggested in reply to invitation 
by Foieign Minister steadying pronouncement by King on lines of Government of 
India telegram. 1 explained without mentioning Sarda Act excitement of Moslem 
feeling on frontier as due to false propaganda and proposed the same explanation 
should be published by Afghan Government. Foreign Minister asserted that they 
had already received several messages from our tribes for assistance, but had 
replied that matter was not one concerning Afghan Government or people. lie noted 
my suggestion but emphasised present weakness of his Government which had not yet 
brought its border tribes under control. Harassed by insubordination of mullahs 
at capital, how could they restrain frontier mullahs who were likely to trouble us? 
I said that while His Majesty’s Government would make reasonable allowance for 
delicacy of Afghan Government’s position, continued assumption of non possumus 
attitude could only breed suspicion regarding good faith, which I was assured by 
Foreign Minister and King they were most anxious not to incur. 

With regard to Madda Khel, I took, as I had already done in writing, line 
desired by Government of India in their telegram of 20th May to Secretary of State 
for lndia.t Foreign Minister hoped advice offered in his reply would not be resented 
as interference by ray Government, which knew its own business best, but fact was 
that disturbances on frontier would be very serious embarrassment just now to 
Afghan Government. 1 requested removal of Rostan, Stephen’s murderer, who is 
now in Kabul, to place still more remote from frontier, and refusal to him of any 
official favours. He noted particulars and at my next interview T will return 
to subject. 

So far attitude of King and Minister seems satisfactory, but I have warned 
latter that His Majesty’s Government will judge by deeds alone. 


[N 3499/9/97] No. 62. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received May 25.) 

(No. 28.) 9 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, May 24, 1930. 

TELEGRAM from Government of India dated 22nd May to Secretary of State 
for Iiidia.; I am representing in writing to Foreign Minister the case of 
Afghan Mohmands. 
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[N 3586/9/97 , No. 63. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(.Received May 28.) 

(No. 30.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, May 28. 1930. 

PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 28 of the 24th instant. 41 In reply, Foreign 
Minister declares emphatically that the policy of his Government is non-interference 
in Indian disturbances, that orders to this effect have already been sent, and have 
now been sent again to religious leaders of eastern province and to local authorities, 
who aie making every effort to restrain their tribes. He refers, however, to present 
difficulties of Afghan Government and asks that baseless suspicions may not be 
harboured by His Majesty’s Government. Apart from ambiguous references to 
“ free frontier ” (Sarhadi Azad) which, at present juncture, is not worth quarrel, 
letter is, in my opinion, all that could be hoped for, and T request authority to express 
your satisfaction. 


[N 3635/56/97] No. 64. 

Mr. A. Henderson to General Shah Wall Khan. 

(Private and Personal.) 

Your Highness, Foreign Office, May 28, 1930. 

AT our meeting on the 6th May your Highness was good enough to give me a 
personal assurance regarding certain facilities for the British Legation at Kabul, 
and you added that, if I sent you a letter setting forth this assurance, you would be 
prepared to confirm it, in a private and personal manner, by sending me a letter in 
reply. 

1 accordingly sent your Highness on the same day a letter, of which T enclose a 
copy for your convenience, but I have not so far received your reply. 

I shall accordingly be grateful if your Highness could send me this reply as 
soon as possible. 

I should explain that all I ask of your Highness is to send me a private and 
personal letter acknowledging the receipt of my letter of the 6th May, and stating 
that my understanding of the assurance which your Highness gave is correct. There 
is, of course, no question whatever of attaching either my letter or your Highness’s 
reply to the exchange of notes, or of making either of them public. 

Yours, &c. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


| N 3570/9/97] No. 65. 

Viceroy of India to Mr. Maconachie {Kabul) —( Received in Foreign Office , May 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. New Delhi, May 2b, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to Norwef telegram of 27th May repeated to you.t Ultimatum 
to Shabi Khel and Kikarai of Shaktn. Fact that air action against these Mahsud 
villages is proposed may, if you agree, be communicated to Afghan Government. In 
doing so you might add that while proposed action can in no sense be construed as 
major operation within meaning of article 11 of treaty, still fact that such action is 
contemplated is communicated in view of friendly relations now subsisting between 
two Governments. 


• No. 62. 


f Not printed. 
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[N 3587/9/97 j No. 66. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(.Received May 29.) 

(No. 31.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, May 29, 1930 

PLEASE refer to Government of Lidia's telegram of 28th May addressed to 
Secretary ot State. 11 ' As operations contemplated are held not to fall within 
article 11 and Afghan Government have already in connexion with Datta Khel been 
informed of operations in Waziristnn I do not propose to give them notice in this 
instance unless definitely instructed to do so. I am prepared to meet any protest on 
lines indicated above, and consider that to give Afghan Government separate notice 
of individual operations would probably cause them to take exaggerated views of 
whole situation. 


[N 2970/56/97] No. G7. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 7.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 30, 1930. 

I RECEIVED the Afghan Minister on the 6th May for the purpose of 
exchanging notes reaffirming the validity of the Anglo-Afghan Treaty of 1921 and 
Trade Convention of 1923, 

2. I began by asking his Highness the following formal question :— 

“ I understand that your Highness is prepared to give your personal 
assurance that when the British Legation is re-established at Kabul it will 
enjoy all those facilities with regard to area, personnel, communications and 
other matters which previous British missions enjoyed. Is this correct, and 
does your Highness give this assurance? ” 

His Highness replied that this was correct, and that he gave the necessary 
assurance; he furthermore expressed bis conviction that when you reached Kabul 
the British Legation would enjoy every manner of facility to an even greater extent 
than previously. I then explained that I proposed to send his Highness a letter 
setting forth the terms of the assurance which he had just given, and that I hoped 
he would confirm this assurance by sending me a reply. His Highness undertook 
to do so. 

3. The notes were then signed and exchanged. The text of my note and a 
translation of the Minister’s note arc enclosed herewith. | A copy of the Persian 
text of the Minister’s note is also enclosed.] 

4. After expressing his satisfaction at this exchange and at the prospect of 
your early departure for Kabul, his Highness repeated that the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment intended to do everything in their power to make things easy for the British 
Legation, and hoped in return that, “if something could be done which was 
advantageous to the Afghan Government and not disadvantageous to His Majesty’s 
Government, His Majesty’s Government would do it.” He subsequently reverted 
to this statement in conversation with a member of my Department, who had been 
present at the interview, and explained that it meant that the Afghan Government 
hoped that His Majesty’s Government would now see their way to abolishing the 
deposit system for goods imported into Afghanistan through Indian territory. The 
matter was not only of importance to the Afghan Government, but of great urgency, 
in view of their lack of money. His Highness was told that, if the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment had any proposals to make, they would undoubtedly receive sympathetic 
consideration from His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India, who 
were, of course, primarily concerned. 

5. A copy of this despatch is being sent by the India Office to the Government 
of India. 

I am, &c. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


* No. 65. f Nos. 44 aDd 45. } Not printed. 
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[N 3683/2006/97] No. 68. 

Mr. Maconachie to .1//'. J. Render-on .— (Received May 31.) 

(No. 33.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kabid, May 30, 1930. 

I HAVE been informed by Pauschardt, who is in charge of German interests 
here, that Nadir Shah is anxious for early development of air lines rather than 
railways, for which money is not available. Pauscbardt says representative of 
Junkers has arrived in Kabul to ascertain possibility of starting Kabul-Tehran air 
service via Kandahar, for which agreement had .been signed by Amanuilah. lie 
also mentioned possibility of a service to be operated by Junkers from Kabul to 
Dakka, from which place onwards traffic would travel by road to India. He thought 
that this line would be likely to pay well, better than Kabul-Tehran, lie said that 
site for aerodrome at Dakka bad already been surveyed by Germans. 

As Junkers would presumably stipulate for monopoly on Kabul-Dakka section, 
decision as to policy of His Majesty’s Government in regard to British participation 
in lndia-Kabul air line seems to be matter of urgency now. It seems probable that, 
if Junkers do operate Kabul Dakka service, it would be with big passenger-carrying 
machines and that we could not hope to compete with them even by offering Afghan 
Government air-terminus in India, unless we were prepared to run service giving 
similar passenger facilities. 

Other relevant information given by him was that big Junker monoplane now 
here is one presented to Afghan Government by Germans, and that this as well as 
two smaller Junkers bought from Germans ate being flown by Afghan pilots who 
returned from France duing revolution. He stated that only Russians are employed 
on Kabul-Termez service, timings of which arc so irregular that air mail letters from 
Germany through Moscow often reached Kabul later than those coming by sea route 
via Tndia. 


IN 3586/9/97] No, GO. 

Mr, A. Jlr)‘drr<on to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 3, 1930. 

LETTER from Afghan Foreign Minister, you may express mv sal is fact ion. 
This is with reference to your It Ingram No. 30 of the 28th ultimo.* 


[N 3808/56/97] No. 70. 

General Shah Wall Khan to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received June 6.) 

Afghan Legation, London, 

Your Excellency, Jone 2, 1930. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE with pleasure the receipt of your Excellency’s letter dated 
the 6th May, and, in reply, have the honour to inform your Excellency that His 
Majesty’s Legation in Kabul will enjoy, as usual, all possible facilities with regard 
to area and "personnel, in accordance with the treaty and the friendly relations 
existing between the twm Governments. 

I have, &c. 

SHAH WALT. 


* No. 63. 


IN 3822/9/97j No. 71. 

Viceroy of India to Mr Maconachie (Kabul)—(Received in Foreign Ojj.ce June 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. A due Delhi, June 6, 1930. 

PLEASE refer to North West Front ie. ieiegi.im dated 5th June. ’* Operations 
against Afridis have hitherto been eonrinod to measures directly necessary for defence 
°t Peshawar district, but plume non- about to begin in which extensive bombing of 
Alcidi villages may be involved appears likely to constitute operation of major 
importance contemplated in jrtb le 11 of treaty." 


I N 3822/9/97J No. 72. 

Mr. J. ID .id 1 /"•on to ID. Mu co uadt i< (Kabul). 

(No. 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 7,3930. 

AF111 1)1 situation. You may at vour discretion make a communication to 
Afghan Government explaining situation as suggested. 

This is with icfcrence to ' 'avernment of India's telecram of 01 h June. \ 


i N 3972/56/97] No 73. 

General Shah Wall Khan to Mr. A. Henderson .— (Received ,1 une 13.) 
(Translation.) 

(Private.) Afghan Legation, London, 

Your Excellency, June 12, 1930. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge with pleasure your Excellency’s private 
letter of the 28th May, and in replv beg to state that a reply to your Excellency’s 
letter regarding certain facilities for the British Legation at Kabul, in accordance 
with the treaty, has already been sent, which it is hoped might have reached vour 
Excellency. 

This is only to be considered as an acknowledgment to your Excellency’s letter, 
and for a reply to the same I bog to refer to my pre\ ions letter. 

Yours, &c. 

SHAH WALI. 


| N 3981/2006/97] No. 74. 

Viceroy of India to Mr. Maconuchie (Kabul).- (Received in Foreign OjJ.ce June 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kew Delhi, J une J2, 1930. 

IF representations ate made by you on behalf uf 11 is Majesty's Government for 
facilities over Afghan poitien of air line from Peshawar to Kabul, it seems possible 
that demand may be countered by request for similar facilities over Indian portion 
of line on behalf of Afghau-Jlinkers combination. Please consider this and state 
whether such counter-demand is, in your opinion, likely to be made, also to what 
extent you eon-ider acceptance of it, if Afghans made it Due, (/lid non, would affect 
your estimate <J political \alue of British controlled line. 

The above is with reference to Katodou No. 33.j. 


* Not printed. 
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[N 4006/6/97] No - 75 ‘ 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received June 16.) 

(No. 5.) Kabul, May 22, 1930. 

Sir> T HAVE the honour to transmit for your information an account of the journey 

of myself and „,y staff to Kabul aud th ” e f ^“ 7 * MarduT arrived at New 

2. As reported m my telegram No 1 dated the ™ ' ma de for my 

Delhi by air on the 3rd March, l or the effic ent arrangen^e^^ ^ ^ great , y 

conveyance in such comfortable conditions e " . , j t Air Vice-Marshal Scarlett, 
indebted to the Royal Air 1'orce authorities, particularly to Ail 

whose guest 1 was at Cairo. g. ^ ranc i s Humphrys, who 

At Bagdad I obtained much valuable advice Horn a King Feisal. 

was also good enough to arrange an audience 01 „ 00 dwill from himself to the 

The latter asked me to convey a personal message ot gooawn 

KU ’ g A°t 1 S“£l hud .the privilege on more 

current Afghan problems with his xc c elK /7 t 0 f Jndia, gave me every kind 

SrttftS the ’sfah of the Legation 

was completed as follows: „ n 

Counsellor ... ... A. E. B. gn™. C.B.E., D.S.O. 

Military attache ... Sor N H EUiot, M.B.E., M.C. 

Suigeon ... C'antain A E. II. Macanu. 

OrientaLecretary b KhL Sahib Sikendar Khan. 

3. Our stay at .Peshawar was, ^for Reasons oLwluc^ou aie* mn^moie 

protracted than was ongina y an lcipa c , fully, by consultation with local 

took the opportunity of acquainting ou^i;j^ ly ' in April Captain Earn ell 
officers, with the existing situation Norman Bolton, to make a tour through 

and 1 were enabled, by the courtesy °* S » 7 nn “ Y nn k, and Dera Ismail Khan. 

Waziristan, visiting Miranshah, 1 azma , £ imld our departure for Kabul, 

After the rioting in 1 eshawar on the <- : P . lo [ the local administration, 

the services of my stall were place informally at the disposal 

whose hands were over full. accompanied by Captain M. II. Jefferis, 

4. We left Peshawar 011 the 9tli f w Siin buildings. At Landi Khana 
M.C., P.E., who is 111 charge 0 Kcj tt lal brigade from the 7th Kajput 

a guard ol. honour was c etaih y { accorded, although less success- 

Regiment and a salute filed. _ bimiiai cou e _ fl . ontier . The Afghan guard of 

fully, by the Afghan authorities on oui c hyaique was poor and appearance 

honour was composed ot local me ula ’ . (entertainment officer) and a 

.- - ” “ l 

during the csumnntion...! ^ by l ^ indk .„ tin g the area of his 

»..*» 

of Auianullah Khan. . . escort which accompanied us in lorries 

woreWmdato of good physiifue and Incndly 

(Royal Garden) palace which had su ^d burnt aud inos t of the furniture 

place. A small part of the mam bvihd d the tire and the roof was 

removed, but the walls, six feet in tbic » front verandah and the presence 

Intact. An array of some thirty “S to his Highness Shah 

of an armoured car in the garden 8 "^“ u '“Uy had been taken to heart. 

Wali Khan as to the necessity of seeming our saimy 
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Here we exchanged calls with Abdul Qaiyurn Khan, the Governor of the Eastern 
Province, and Muhammad Gul Khan, the newly appointed Home Minister. How the 
latter could carry out his duties as a member of the Cabinet at a place 1-0 nuies 
distant from Kabul, with which it is at present unconnected by either telegraph or 
telephone was not clear. Both of these were courteous enough and, evidently acting 
on instructions received, harped on the necessity of close friendship and co-operation 
between their country and ours. When I reminded Abdul Qaiyurn of my previous 
meeting with him in’Kandahar seveu years ago, he insisted on shaking hands again 
and became almost affectionate. His manners have unproved greatly since 1 hrst 
made his acquaintance, possibly owing to the fact that he had spent four years of the 

mteivaHiJa te d ^ building which bad formerly been rented for the British 
consulate, and found it completely gutted and rootless The Siraj-ul-imarat palace 
was in little better condition, but the tomb of the Amir Llabibullah Khan, to which we 
paid a formal visit of respect, had been spared. Jalalabad has suffered more than any 
other place we saw from the revolution, but, its gardens have not been damaged, and 
the distinctive charm of its fine trees, seen against the snow ranges of Kunar to the 

north and the Sufod Koh to the south, is unimpaired. T 1 1 i 1 1 

Next day, the 10th May, we looked in at Nimla, 2o miles from Jalalabad, and 
were glad to find that the cypresses, reputed to have been planted by Shall Jehan, 
had survived yet another dynasty, and that the famous garden, though neglected, was 
as beautiful as ever. Wo stayed the night at Kulali, 65 miles train Jalalabad lhis 
was the first village in Ghilzai country and is some 4,000 feet above sea level. \e 
were now out of the heat, and our camp, which had beeu pitched in a grove of trees, 

was a verv pleasant one. , ^ . _ .. „ rr 1 1 • 

Next day, the Llth May, we reached Bagranu, 6 miles from Kabul, in the early 

afternoon, and were there met by the master of ceremonies and a secretary of the 

Foreign Office, who gave us tea in the garden. . , r . 

We arrived in Kabul itself at about 3 i\m. and drove to the house of the ate 
Sardar Hayatullah Khan, brother of King Auianullah Khan, which had been placed at 

An inspection of the Legation, however, showed that it was in a far less serious 
state of disrepair than we had been led to suppose, and we accordingly moved into it 

5 ^Thanks to the energy of Captain Jefferis, the eleetric and water installations 
were working satisfactorily within four days of our arrival, and although much remains 
to bo done before the smaller houses are completely restored, we have been able to 

settle comfortably into the main building. . , , , 

The arrangements made by the Afghan Government showed that they had taken 
considerable trouble to make our journey as easy as possible, and the attitude ot all 
the Afghan officials with whom we had to do was remarkably cordial. ' 

6. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the becretary of State for India and to 

the Government of India. 

1 have, Ac. 

R. R. MAGONACHIE. 


[N 4007/6/97] No. 7G, 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received June 16.) 

( No - li ') Kabul , May 23, 1930. 

11 ’ AS I had the honour to inform you by my telegram No. 21 of the 17th May, 1 was 
received in audience at 4 p.m. on that day by His Majesty King Muhammad Nadu 

Shah, and presented my letter uf credence. , . A • , . 

± 1 and mv staff, in uniform, were fetched from the Legation by the AssiMa 

Master of the Ceremonies and conveyed in two motor cars, with a troop M tlu. , 

liisala (or “household cavalry ”) as escort, to the Dilkusha 1 alacc. llic ,,ua > 
dressed in scarlet tunic,, 1 Jack breeches, and black sheeps km bu ^f. S ^ 
across their backs. They were mounted mostly on sciagg) P ' .j 1 , . manu ii- l h 
unfavourably, as regards both horse and man, with the old bhaln Risala of Amauu 

Khan’s time. 

[21992] E 3 




Our cars proceeded, wrapped in clouds of ( luat. at a -vei j^' v ^j 5 ’ du st then grew 
quickened when it became evident that we wore hkcly to 1^ ^ 

even denser, and the deficiencies in tie spmw o ; infantry was drawn up, 

Outside the palace a guard of honour ^ ,\hi n ed Shah Khan, Minister 

and after L had inspected it we were received bjb.mlat A Ahmed Khan, 

of Court, Sardar Faiz Muhammad Khan 1 ^ audience chamber. 

Master of the Ceremonies, who conducted i. p scar let, military umlorm 

King Nadir Shah entered almost oi the speech which, 

without any decorations, and / T f'X;'-sivK reply is annexed to this despatch. At the 

together with a translation of Ills <.G J ■ > / P A’ f rom mV previous conversations 

point where l mentioned the infeience 1 had drawn Horn mj 1 

with him he made a slight bow m confirmation. tonP 

His Majesty read Ins reply in ra -t a lbrwaid and shook hands with 

His whole manner changed, howovi , a, he ca . f incident which 

me, making personal enquiries and laughing at h.s n (oik 

had occurred at our last meeting. uhom lie greeted very cordially, 

After presenting the members ot mj sti,ft, ™, ro in atton.lanoe, 

I followed him to a smaller loom, u uh ,. i (t . U mouncim/ his accession. '1 his 

I then presented the King’s reply to his lettei‘ ‘lie asked after the King’s 

was received with every niark of respect ant gn ‘ j f 0 p 0W eu the progress of His 

health and showed by his empur.es how do^y h^ had ^ ^ my i ppoiutineut) he 
Majesty's illness and convalescence. j P /- ^ , y .; ut that 1 was already acquainted 

remarked how advantageous it was tiHem, 1 ^ic^saVd, that 1 would help him 

with his country and its pro bit urn. - ■ - Governments, and the first requisite 

t^s^^ nim . oval <> f ^ ^ picl ° U wV,Ch eilUCr mighL lmVe 

m Tsuggeiled 0 rtiply^tha^tlio 

discussion, and said that if there was e\ei iU A C qq instruct his Foreign Minister 

which caused him anxiety or doubt, 1 hojjej ™lwavs be ready to gKe. 

lo ask me directly for the explanation, uhic j fl:i id he was sure that he 

King Nadir Shah expressed his cordiai agreement, .vnd |hc pQSt 

and Iny ^ to the Legation in the same manner 

iU “the propaganda, emanating, one may suspect, .from Aniamdlah 

Khan’s adherents, that King Nadir Shall| tlvui°I lvwi over seen, llis eyes were 

surprise to find him looking in bolter fatiquo or illness. He 

brio-lit and his movements brisk, without a } G I . before, and, 

b mod 10 luove put on weight since we had as Uiltl fdl Wm* day, has 

aceoi'diag to one of hts mttn* rtom » * “'f X ™ extremely graUlted, the 

actually gamed lo lb. since Ins ent -> Ki>)(T ^ rftp j v to bis letter, since he 

SritTih* hi t.™mr/Wmll/Kt. these i„ Gicb liU Majesty had answered 
Amanullah Kha,,; ^ ^ ^ ^ e „ , for 

an air of reality ; hut, oral so. the who o a , m ,„ht have boon found m 

.' ,; '” art ° f 11,0 Ki ” a 0t ” 

Mi “s Cr8 A copy of .Ids despatch is being sent to tb" deerctaty of State for I,alia and 
to the Government of India. , ^ 

j{. U. maconacliif. 


Enclosure 1 in No 70. 

.Speech delivered l,„ * "" ^ 

Your Majesty, . . . , I 1 t0 NOUr Majesty the letter by 

ON this happy occasion have the lumoui to ' l • , sed J l0 accredit me to 


41 


The King, my August Sovereign, has commanded me to convey to your Majesty 
an expression ot his personal goodwill and his confident iop( t nit > om u 
prove an era of happiness and peaceful progress for the people of Afghanistan. 

1 boo- to assure vonr Majesty that it will lie my constant aim to inamtam and 
further the friendly relations so happily existing between our two countries. 

On pievious occasions when I have had the honour of meeting your Mujestj 
have gained the impression that your Majesty is fully convinced ol . 
identity of interest existing between our two countries and it i, this fact u . 
encourages me to count upon the support of your Majestx m tin di 0 ch.u„ 

in ' V d Kly. 1 would ask vour Majesty to accept, my cordial congratulations on your 
accession and my Hncere good wishes for your continued success and lmppin-ss. 

Enclosutc 2 in No. 7(>. 

Reply by llis Majesty King Muhammad Xndir Shah. 

(1 i an.lationA^^ thp neatest pleasure the credentials by viitue oi which llis 

Majesty King George has accredited you as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to my Court. The detailed expression ol the friendly leelmg, of 
His Maiestv towards me and mv country is the exact reflection cn my own feelings. 

I mve received with much pleasure the expre-sion of your own views and 
intentions with regard to strengthening the friendly relations bet ween the two novern- 
™ Li siiwe your Excellency has been acquainted will, my count r> lor a long 
time fan. confident that 1 and the officials of the Government of Afghani',tan ml 
; to afford your Excellency every help and assistance which you may ask of 
, he MnrL Of vour duties. I trust that the mutual interests of the two 

Governments will be promoted and preserved by friendship and co-operation, and that 
the'relations*so happily existing between the Afghan and British Governments will he 

'"'''ZElmUulhmU that,k yo.tr Ext-dleitcy for your personal congratulations on tny 
accession to the llirone. 

[N 4.073/2906/97] No. 77. 

}jr. .1 lucoinirhie lo Viceroy of India.--{Refuted to Foreign Office, No. 47; 

Received J tine IQ.) 

, p . ] ’ \ V Kabul, June 14,19dt). 

( LN fhe cbnt'of ro.iuost itulicUed in your telegram of the 13th instnl.C being 
ma.ie as sine ami non. probability which teems to depend on I actors not kmmn here 
shoiiltl recommend adept.,m-o. relying on ability of mtr Air one to compete w th 
and eventually freeze out .1 linkers. By to-day’s mail a detailed reply lias been sent. 

IN 1379/2006/97] No. 7b. 

Mr. Moconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.-{Iteccired June 17.) 

®°; ^ ] • , v p Kabul, June 15, 1930. 

C THEUE arc ’further indications to confirm How _of Situation takeni m my 
tclewi-im No. 33 of the 30lb May.t In order to minimise possibility ol conclusion 
of agreement, without consultation of His Majesty s Government 
and Af-hau (Jon eminent giving Junkers air monopoly between Kabul 
I request authority to sound Afghan Minister at xery date on the subject 1 should 
introduce it by friendly warning against misundei stand mg which might < n isc m 
f uturei f prcLt \ftdian Government do not realise that a German line holding 
monopoly hi Eastern Afghanistan would have little chance of obtaining terminus n 
1 riliu (ride Kabul despatch dated the 31st October, 1928, No. lOOj), and lead up to 
statement refer the matter to His Majesty’s Government if Afghan Government 
desire through service through India. 


* No. 7-1. 


K 4 
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t No. 3a. 


I I’.irt IN, No. 43. 
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[N 4079/2006/97] No. 79. 

Mr. A . Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office , June 21, 1930. 

KABUL-INHIA air service. On the assumption that Government of India 
also agree, T agree to your sounding Afghan Government as proposed, with a view 
to minimising risk of their entering into any precipitate commitment with Ziebers. 
This is with reference to your telegram No. 48 of the 15th instant.* 


:N 4227/9/97] No. 80. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson .— (Received June 22.) 

(No. 54.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Kabul, June 20, 1930. 

AT Prime Minister’s request I called on him on the 19th. He made an earnest 
but friendly representation (1) in favour of conciliatory policy in North-West 
Frontier Province as soon as situation permits, and (2) against bombing of women 
and children. 

As regards (1), he thought North-West Frontier Province might send a jirga 
to Badshah Gul who, unlike Muhasil or Ha ji, was not intractable or fanatical I 
told him of abortive deputation reported in North-West Frontier Province telegram 
dated the 1st dune.t 

As regards (2), I explained precautions in force, and he said that this informa¬ 
tion would be useful to him for counter-propaganda purposes. 

He justified representation on ground of embarrassment caused to his Govern- 
by recent operations on frontier, and was, T imagine, fulfilling promise he had 
probably made to Chaknaur Mullah (see my telegram No. 49 of the 16th instantf), who 
has recently had an interview with him. 


[N 4212/4212/97] No. 81. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A . Henderson.—(Receircd June 23.) 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, Kabul, May 28, 1930. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of the 
military attache to this Legation, No. 1, dated the 23rd May, 1930. 

2. Bostan, mentioned in paragraph 10 (iii) of the diary, is the man referred 
to in my telegram No. 27, dated the 23rd May, 1930. 

The post of counsellor or first secretary in the Russian Embassy (Appendix B*) 
is believed to be held by Colonel Rix, who is stated to be at present on leave. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

R. R. MACONACHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 81. 


(Secret.) 

1. General. 


Diary A ! o. 1 for the Week ending May 23, 1930. 
Kabul. 


HIS Britannic Majesty's Legation arrived at Kabul on the 11th May, 1930, 
and spent the night at a house provided by the Afghan Government, moving into the 
Legation buildings on the following morning. 

The Minister, accompanied by the Legation staff, presented his credentials to 
King Nadir Shah on the 17th May. j 


* No. 78. 


t Not printed. 


I 
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2. Internal Situation. 

Fighting occurred about the 13th May between Suleman Khel Ghilzais and 
Wardakis. The news reached Kabul on the 15th, and, in consequence, seventeen 
lorries with troops were sent off towards Ghazni the same evening, while more lorries 
and troops were sent later. Tt is stated that, in all, about 800 men were despatched, 
but this is probably an exaggeration. Particulars are lacking, but all fighting is 
now said to be over. 


3. Administratire. 

On the 21st May, 1930. a meeting of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema was held under the 
presidency of S. TTashim Khan. The discussions were on the selection of members, 
their main duties, and their relations with other officials and courts. Members from 
distant parts have not arrived owing to difficulties over their election. 


4. Appointments. 

A list of holders of ministerial appointments and appointments in the Afghan 
Foreign Office, is issued as Appendix (A)* to this diary. 

5. Army. 

(a) An escort of Wardakis was sent from Kabul for flic British Legation. They 
were armed with -303 short rifles, and wore webbing equipment. 

( b) On the 21st May about 200 men were observed on parade carrying out squad 
drill. They were dressed in grey slouch hats, puttoo tunics and breeches, and puttees 
and boots. The equipment consisted of vebbing belts and pouches, with leather 
shoulder straps. Rifles were five-shot magazine, English 1914 pattern, Mauser bolt 
action, peep sight. The squads were working well and moving smartly, whilst the 
officers and n.c.o.'s had good control over their men. 

(c) Troops are armed with a great variety of rifles. The following have been 
seen :— 

(i) -303 short. 

(ii) -303 long, 1914 pattern 

(iii) A French or/and Italian rifle. The greater number of troops seen were 

armed with these. 

(iv) Martinis, with recruits. 

(v) Sniders, with recruits. 


6. Aviation: Flights. 

The following flights have been observed :— 

May 15 and 16 : One aeroplane, believed to be a .1 linker, flew over Sherpur 
for about half an hour. 

May 18 : One machine carried out a short flight at about 7-15 a.m. 

May 19 : One H.H.9A. carried out a series of short flights, each of about 
ten minutes’ duration, from 6-20 a.m. to 7-30 a.m. 

May 21 : A Junker monoplane was observed flying over Kabul at about 
715 a.m. After flying for about fifteen minutes, it disappeared in a 
north-easterly direction. It is not known if this machine returned. 


7. Economic. 

(i) The following was the local exchange rate on the 22nd May, 1930 :— 

100 Kabulis = 37/- rupees (Indian). 

100 Afghanis = 40/11/2 rupees (Indian). 

(ii) Owing to the arrival of large supplies from Peshawar, the price of petrol 
has dropped. The present rates are :— 

Indian petrol: 30 rupees (A.) per drum. 

Russian petrol: 28 rupees (A.) per drum. 


Not printed. 
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8. Movements. 

(a) M. Stark, the Soviet Ambassador, recently paid a short visit to Tashkent. 
Information from a source usually well informed states that the visit was connected 
with the disturbances in India, to which M. Stark attaches great importance, and 
that his visit was possibly to the Indian Revolutionary School at Tashkent. He left 
Kabul the day before the Id, returning by air about the 15th May. 

A representative of the Tass Agency, name at present not known, either 
accompanied M. Stark on his return, or arrived shortly afterwards. 

(J>) General Rineke, military attache at the Soviet Embassy, accompanied by 
his wife, proceeded to Tashkent with M. Stark. He is proceeding on leave. The 
date of his return is not known. 

(c) Mr. Vivian, an American engineer, who has been working on railway 
construction in Persia for the last fourteen months, arrived in Kabul on the 21st May 
on a motor-cycle and sidecar from Kandahar. He spent two nights on the road, one 
at Kalat-i-Ghilzai, the other at Ghazni. He says that 90 per cent, of the road is 
quite good, and that he experienced no trouble. His speed averaged 25 miles per 
hour, and he saw no signs of trouble en route. He is on his way back to America via 
India. 

(d) M. Hackin left Kabul on the 23rd May for Bamian, where he intends 
spending the summer. 

9. Press. 

The “ ttti'had-i-Mashraqi " of the 8th May publishes a notice from the Ministry 
of Education warning the people of Kabul that the export of curios, old coins, or 
articles of historic value, is forbidden, and that disobedience of this order will he 
dealt with severely. The order states that Government has made arrangements to 
purchase such articles, and that no questions will be asked as to the source from 
which they have been obtained. 

10. North-West Frontier Tribes. 

The following hostiles are in Kabul:— 

(i) Musa Khan, Abdullai, Bahlolzai Mahsud ("Who's Who,” No 162). 

(ii) Eazl Din, Shabi Khcl, Mahsud (“ Who’s Who.” No. 252). 

(iii) Bostan, Bahlolzai Mahsud. 

(iv) Sad do Khan, Shaman Khel Mahsud. 

(v) Certain Guri Khel hostiles. 

The allowances paid to the more important ones arc not known, but others are in 
receipt of from 1 to 3 rupees (Afghani) per diem, and arc paid daily. 

11. North-West Frontier Unrest. 

(a) Mahsuds and Wazirs in Kabul are saying that the Peshawar people have been 
dealt with very harshly, and that they (the Mahsuds and Wazirs) will avenge them. 

( b ) One Sheikh Badshah of Islampur, Kunar Valley, is reported to have sent 
in to the Rais-i-Tanzimiah, Jalalabad, saying that a iashkar of 2,000 had collected 
with the intention of proceeding to Mohmand country to join in the “Jehad,” and 
asked what were the intentions of the Afghan Government. The Rais-i-Tanzimiah 
despatched a special messenger to Kabul, who arrived on the 19t.h. The reason given 
for the so-called “ -Jehad F is apparently misrepresentation of the Sarda Act to the 
efi'eet that Government has ordered the examination of girls by doctors in hospitals 
before marriage. 

The report needs confirmation. 


12. Foreign Representatives. 

A list of foieign representatives in Kabul L issued as Appendix (B)* to this 
diary. 

m j ■ . * Fasten) Province. 

13. Appointments. 

(a) Naib Balar Muhd. Gul Khan, Mohmand, who was appointed Rais-i- 
Tanzimiah of the Eastern Province in October 1929, has now' been appointed 
Minister of the Interior, but has not yet left Jalalabad. 

(b) Abdul Qaiyum (“Who’s Who,” No. 82), Hakinm-i-Ala of the Eastern 
Province, is also in Jalalabad. 

‘Not printed. 
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1-1. Army.—-Equipment. 

(«0 Troops seen at Jalalabad were armed with what appeared to be a French 
rifle. Their uniform consisted of a grey coloured " putloo ” jacket, breeches and 
puttees. Many wore ammunition boots, the remainder clmplis. 

( b ) At the Bagh-i-Shahi, where the Legation stayed for the night of the 
9th May, two Lancia armoured cars were seen. The armament of one consisted of a 
small gun or machine gun and two automatics; the other, two automatics. 

Forty to fifty machine guns were also seen, probably the French mitrailleuse 
The condition of these is not known. 


15 General Southern Province. 

Malik Snnak, Manga]. visited Kabul a few days before the Id. The ranks of 
brigadier and colonel were conferred on him and his son, respectively, lie was told 
to go back to his country and work for the Government. Whether he will do so 
remains to be seen, as he is reported to be dissatisfied with his treatment, as his rival, 
Xalmai. had been made a Naib Salar. 


16. Internal Situation. 


Northern Province. 


A report has been received, which is as yet unconfirmed, of disturbances in 
Maimana. 

A. E FAR WELL, Captain , 

Military A ttache. 


[N 4213/57/97] No. S3. 

Mr. Maconachie to Mr. A. Henderson.- (Ih rein'd dune 23.) 

(No. 11.) 

Sir, Kabul, May 30. 1930. 

TILE personality of his Highness Muhammad llashim lvhan, Prime Minister 
and brother of King Nadir 8hah, seems likely to prove an important factor in the 
local situation. 

2. He was biought up in India, but came to Afghanistan at the age of Jo. 
He first came into prominence as General Officer Gommanding at Herat, but is best 
known for his work in the Eastern Province, of which he was Governor from 1920 
to 1922, earning a reputation for intrigue with the tribes of the Indian frontier. 

In 1923 he wmiit to Europe, and from March 1924 until duly 1926 was Minister 
at Moscow. Tic then joined his brother, the present King. at. Grasse, and, returning 
with him to Afghanistan in March 1929, was deputed to raise the Eastern IVoviiie-' 
against Baelm-i-Saqao. 

In September, however, he was defeated and lied to India, in October be was 
permitted by the Government of India to ptoceed to Kandahar, and m the Inflowing 
month received his present appointment. He is also, apparently, in charge of the 
Frontier Department, an institution which, in the past, has been chiefly engaged 
in intriguing to maintain Afghan influence on the Indian side of the border. Its 
independence of the Foreign Office enables tlm 1 liter, in reply to protests from this 
Legation, to deny all knowledge of its activities. 

Twice in recent years Muhammad Hashim Khan has Leri publicly humiliated 
in w 7 ays which no one of his race could forget. In 1926 lie was rejected as a husband 
for Nur-us-Siraj, Amanullah Khan’s sister, in favour of an undistinguished rival, 
and last year, while his brothers were winning their v ay to Kabul, he was in 
disgrace as a defeated fugitive in India 

These experiences seem to have soured his temper, since even enthusiastic 
supporters of the present regime agree th.it his severity and hnisqueness of manner 
are rendering him unpopular, and causing embarrassment to the King. 

I am informed, however, that lie is given a free hand in the internal administra¬ 
tion of the country, and is working with remarkable energy. 

3. 11 is personal knowledge, both of Russia and of the Indian frontier, the 
wdde authority he now wields, and the influence he is believed to have with bis 
brother, the King, combine to make him. at the present juncture, a real power lor 
good or evil. 





Some of his former criticisms of Russian policy are to be found in Moscow 
despatches Nos. 491 of the 10th August, 1925; 855 of the 4th December, 1925; 
and 833 of the 17th November, 1926; and in arranging to call upon him at the 
earliest opportunity after my arrival, I hoped to ascertain whether his views on 
this subject showed any change and to have an opportunity of giving him a hint 
on the subject of frontier intrigue. 

4. He received me at his house in the presence of the assistant to the Foreign 
Minister. After some general conversation, I expressed my gratitude for the friendly 
reception accorded me in Afghanistan, and added that my report of it would, I 
was sure, be received with pleasure by my Government. 

He said that this reception was the outward expression of a genuine desire 
for friendship with Great Britain. 

I replied that I was glad to think that this was so, but hoped that the Afghan 
Government would express that desire, not only in words, but also in action, since 
it was to their actions that my Government would eventually look. If, while my 
reports emphasised the friendliness of the local atmosphere, the actual policy of the 
Afghan Government belied that friendliness, I might come to be regarded as the 
dupe of the diplomatic skill of his Highness and his fellow-Ministers. 

The representative of the Foreign Office appeared to be alarmed at the turn 
the conversation was taking, but Muhammad Hashim Khan merely laughed, and 
asked me not to call him a diplomat. He had been a complete failure, he said, as 
Minister at Moscow, owing to his lack of training in dealing with habitual liars 
like the Soviet leaders. He had never been comfortable there except in the company 
of Sir Robert Hodgson, who had treated him with much kindness. He also spoke 
very warmly of the consideration which Lord Crewe had shown to his brother and 
himself. lie assured me that 1 should find Afghanistan ready to prove herself a 
true friend of Great Britain when the opportunity came, but asked me to remember 
the difficulties with which his Government was surrounded at the present time. 

I replied that my Government realised these, but I felt sure that if the goodwill 
was there the opportunity would not be far off. His Highness returncd'my call 
next day, and, on leaving, said that he hoped to come to see me often in future. 

5. With the oriental secretary of this Legation he briefly discussed the present 
crisis in India. The Indian Moslems, he said, were fools to join what was essentially 
a Hindu campaign, which, if successful, could only be harmful to Moslem interests. 
While many people were suggesting that Afghanistan should take a hand in this 
movement, she had, quite apart from other considerations, so much to do in putting 
her own affairs in order that she could not afford to interest herself in anything 
beyond her own frontiers. 

6. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

R. R. MACONACHIE. 


IN 4385/4212/97] No. 83. 

Mr. Maconaehie to Mr. A. Henderson.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 12.) 

Sir, ’ Kabul, June 5, 1930. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the diary of the military 
attache to this Legation, No. 2, dated the 30th May, 1930. 

2. On the 30th May I invited the attention of the Foreigu Miuister to the article 
referred to in paragraph 6 (a) of this diary, and pointed out that not only were the 
details very greatly exaggerated, but also the use of the word “ martyr ” in this 
connexion had objectionable implications. 

The effect on the mind of the reader, 1 said, was likely to be all the more 
unfortunate owing to the fact that the “ Islak ” had originally been produced by King 
Nadir Shah himself, and was still generally regarded as expressing his views. 

The Foreign Minister admitted that the wording of the article was regrettable, 
but explained that the word “martyr” was now conventionally used in senses very- 
different from its original meaning. lie, however, noted my attitude, and said that he 
would do what he could to ensure that I had no such cause for complaint in future. 

It was, perhaps, in view of this conversation that the Prime Minister informed the 
oriental secretary of this Legation on the 3rd June, that an objectionable article had 
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appeared in a recent issue of the “ Ittikad-i-Nashriqi,” and that the editor had 
immediately been reprimanded by himself. 

I have not yet seen this article. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Secretary of State for India and 
to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

R. R. MACONACHIE. 


Enclosure in No. 83. 

Diary No. 2 jor the Week ending May 30, 1930. 

Kabul. 

1. Internal Situation. 

(Secret.) 

REFERENCE paragraph 2 of Diary No. 1. 

No further fighting has been reported. Two Suleiman Khel elders, Hazrat 
Muhammad and Muhammad Khan, arrived in Kabul on the 23rd and 25th May 
respectively. They are reported to have said that other elders are also expected to 
arrive shortly. 

2. Army. 

The troops in Kabul have been paid regularly every month. It is said that the 
King has issued strict orders regarding thiB. 

3. Aviation. 

(a) The following flights have been observed :— 

20.5.30. One machine, believed to be a D.H. 9a, carried out a short flight 

over Kabul at about 6‘30 a.m. 

28.5.30. One aeroplane flew over Sherpur for about ten minutes from about 

S A.M. 

29.5.30. A D.H. 9a flew over Kabul for about one and a half hours from 

6T5a.m. 

30.5.30. A large Junker monoplane took off at about 9T5 A.M. and flew in a 

northerly direction until out of sight. It was heard to return 

about 10 a.m. 

( b) It is reliably reported that there are no Russian pilots in Afghan Government 
service. All aeroplanes are piloted by Afghans who w r ere trained in France and who 
returned during the revolution. 

(c) A large Junker monoplane, referred to in sub-paragraph (a) above, is reported 
to be the machine which was presented to Amainillah by the German Government. 
There are also said to be tw r o smaller Junkers in Kabul which were purchased by the 
Afghan Government. 

(d) A Junker’s representative has arrived in Kabul. He is reported to be 
enquiring into the Kabul-Kandahar-Herat-Tehran air line, the contract for which, it 
is believed, w-as signed by King Amanullak about the time of the revolution, and also 
an air line, Kabul-Dakka, traffic from l)akka to India to proceed by road. The site for 
a landing ground at Dakka is reported to have been previously reconnoitred by 

Germans. _ . 

(e) King Nadir Shah is far more interested in the establishment of air lines than 
in the construction of railways, as sufficient money for the latter is not available. 

(/) The line, Kabul-Termez-Tashkent, is operated by Russian pilots. It is not a 
regular service, and, owing to weather conditions in the vicinity of the Hindu Kush, is 
lia'ble to serious delays. Up to date it is reported that no accidents have occurred, it 
is not a regular passenger service in that passengers have to be “ recommended. 

Fares are said to be:— 

£ 

Kabul-Termez ... ... ... ... 17 (British). 

Kabul-Tashkent ... ... ... ... 37 „ 

( g) A large serai, measuring roughly 200 yards by 100 yards, has been built in 
the north-eastern corner of the Sherpur aerodrome. The purpose for which it is used 
has not yet been ascertained. 
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4. Economic. 

(a) The following was the local exchange rate on the 30th Mav, 1030 :— 

Rs. 

100 Kabulis = ... ... ... 30 : 15 (Indian). 

100 Afghanis = ... ... ... 40 : U) „ 

(b) The following tolls are levied from drivers of cars and lorrips on the 
Peshawar-Kalnil road :— 

From Peshawar— Rs. 

Dakka ... ... ... ... ... 5 (Indian). 

Surkhpul ... ... ... ... 3 ^Afghani;. 

Butkhak ... ... ... ... * 0 „ 

Kabul ... ... ... ... ... 10:8 „ 

From Kabul— 

Butkhak ... ... ... ... 6 „ 

Surkhpul ... ... ... ... 3 „ 

For a stay of more than three days in Kabul an extra charge of 0 rupees (afghani) 
is levied. 

(c) The following coins are in circulation in Kabul - 

Kabuli (Old). A fghani (Sew) 

Rupees (silver):— 30 afghanis— 1 amani (gold,!, 

rupee or kiran (silver!. 15 ,, =^- ,, ,, 

£ rupee, abbasi, or tanga (copper). Afghani (silver; 

l afghani or nim afghani (silver). 

Copper :— 

Bisli puli = y afghani (20 puls'). 

Dah ,, = » (10 ). 

Punj „ =T U - „ ( 5 „ ). 

Be „ „ ( 2 ,, ). 

llkabulis= 10 afghanis. 

] afghani = 100 puls. 

{(I) Tt is reliably reported that there is no Russian petrol available in the bazaar 

5. Movements. 

(a) Reicrence paragraph 8 (a) of Diary No. !. 

The name of the Tass representative is M. Clmrnoff. 

(b) Reference paragraph 8 ( d ) of Diary No. 1. 

M. I'laekin was accompanied by his wife. 

6. Press. 

(a) The following is an extract from the “ Islah ” of the 14th May:— 

“ Brief Account of the Peshawar Disturbances, Peshawar, April 23. 

‘-’Two British soldiers were killed and one Hindu was killed and five 
Muhammadans were martyred. From news received later it appears that 130 persons 
were wounded and 50 persons martyred out of the Hindu and Muhammadan 
population, and also that the leaders of 1’eshawar were imprisoned. A second time 
the crowd formed and stopped tr.dlie. Troops opposed the e/owd and affairs reached 
such a point that the troops tired on the people and dispersed them. But the rifle of 
an Indian soldier was snatched from him, and four British motor cycle despatch riders 
wore killed, and also several armoured cars were burnt out. Rost offices anil power 
stations were destroyed and telegraph wires cut. The crowd threw stones near the 
Edwards Cute.” 

(It) In the “ Islah” of the 28th May, in the ninth continuation of an editorial on 
the “ Effects of Morals on Nations,” the editor draws attention to the gradual 
degradation of the morals of Muslims in general. 
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7. North-West Frontier Unrest. 

(a) The Afghan Government has issued orders to the effect that Afghan tribes are 
not to take part in the present disturbances on the frontier. 

(b) Reference paragraph 11 (b) of Diary No. 1. 

No confirmation of this report, has been received. 

(c) It is reliable rejxirted that about forty Daurs arrived in Kabul two or three 
days ago. 

8. Foreign llepresenlativcs. 

Reference Appendix “ B ” to Diary No. 1. 

(a) The name of Colonel Riks should be included in the Soviet Embassy Staff as 
first seeretaiy, and shown as being at present on leave. 

(b) Dr. Pauschardt is unofficially in charge of the German Legation. 

Northern Provinces. 

9. Internal Situation . ' 

Reference paragraph Hi of Diary No. 1. 

There is no reliable confirmation of the report of disturbances in Maim arm, though 
a further rumour to this effect has been beard. 

A. E. FARWELL, Captain, 

Military Attache. 


[N 3808/56/97] No. 64. 

Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Maconachie (Kabul). 

(No. 14.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 30, 1930. 

WITH reference to paragraph 2 of my despatch No. 7 of the 30th May, 
recording an exchange of notes reaffirming the validity of the Anglo-Afghan Treaty 
of 1921 and the Anglo-Al'glian Trade Convention of 1923, I enclose a copy of 
subsequent correspondence with the Afghan Minister regarding his personal 
assurance that, when His Majesty’s Legation was re-established in Kabul, it would 
enjoy all those facilities with regard to area, personnel, communications, and other 
matters which previous British missions enjoyed. 

I am, &c. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON. 


IN 3808/56/97] No. 85. 

Mr. A. Henderson to General Shah Wall Khan. 

Your Highness, Foreign Office, J line 30,1930. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Highness’s letter of the 
2nd June, in which you state that His Majesty’s Legation at Kabul will enjoy, as 
usual, all possible facilities with regard to area and personnel, in accordance with 
the treaty and the friendly lelaLions existing between the two Governments. 

2. I take this letter as confirmation of the personal assurance which you were 
good enough to give me on the 6lh May that when His Majesty’s Legation was 
re-established at Kabul it would enjoy all those facilities with regard to area, 
personnel, communications and other matters which previous British missions 
enjoyed. 

I have, &c. 

ARTHUR HENDERSON. 














